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Cheers resound, smiles abound in the Quad 
2,529 candidates to receive 
degrees at Commencement 
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN 
For many students first arriving at the University 
several years ago, today may have seemed like 
the dimmest of lights at the end of the longest 
of tunnels. 
But now, after countless hours of lectures, study- 
ing, homework, all-nighters and exams, the diplo- 
mas are waiting for undergraduate, graduate and 
professional students alike. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton will confer degrees 
during today's 145th Commencement ceremony, 
which will start at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quad- 
rangle. Of the 2,529 candidates, 1,393 are under- 
graduate and 1,136 are graduate and professional. 
There are 524 doctoral candidates, comprising 
84 for the doctor of philosophy degree from the 
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences; 22 for the doc- 
tor of science degree from 
the Henry Edwin Sever More inside 
The University's 145th Commencement ceremony will begin at 8:30 a.m. in Brookings Quadrangle. John Major, former 
prime minister of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, will give the keynote address, titled "The Changing World." 
Student speaker Ravi emphasizes 'culture of caring9 
Commencement events 
calendar. Page 4 
Gallery of Graduates: 
Read profiles of some 




speakers. Page 11 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Though he was never involved in stu- 
dent government before coming to 
college, Sagar K. Ravi felt compelled to 
participate when he arrived at WUSTL. 
"I did a Student Union pre-orienta- 
tion before freshmen year that taught 
me about what it means to be in student 
government at WUSTL," said Ravi, presi- 
dent of the senior class and today's stu- 
dent Commencement speaker. "Student 
government here really gives students the 
ability to have an impact. 
"The University provides the inde- 
pendence for students to take on respon- 
sibility. The class council decides what to 
do, how to do it and where the money 
will be spent That autonomy really helps 
motivate students to action." 
Ravi 
Ravi, from Charles- 
ton, 111., is a double 
major in political sci- 
ence and in Spanish, 
both in Arts & Sci- 
ences. He will be grad- 
uating summa cum 
laude and will attend 
law school at Colum- 
bia University in the 
fall. 
Interaction with other students and 
with faculty made a big impact on his 
academic career at WUSTL, and he plans 
to talk about that in today's address. 
"At this university, we don't just learn 
about the world on a purely academic or 
individual basis," he said. "We learn more 
on a collective level, interacting with 
each other not only in the classroom but 
also outside it. 
"It's this culture of caring that really 
separates us from other institutions." 
As senior class president, Ravi was 
involved in many projects aimed at in- 
creasing class unity. 
"Often, when students think about 
senior-year events, they think about 
Senior Week, the big party at the end," he 
said. "As class president, I wanted to cre- 
ate a year of celebration and class unity. 
I didn't want the class council to be there 
just in the final weeks." 
To that end, the class council hosted 
numerous events throughout the year, 
including picnics, monthly senior nights 
out, a class trip to Memphis, Term., rol- 
ler-skating outings, alumni networking 
events and even a late-night senior event 
See Speaker, Page 4 
Graduate School of 
Engineering & Applied 
Science; 234 for the juris 
doctoris degree from the 
School of Law; and 184 for 
degrees from the School of 
Medicine. 
In the event of rain, 
Commencement will still 
take place in the Quad. If 
the weather turns violent, 
the ceremony for under- 
graduates will be moved 
to the Athletic Complex, 
and graduate and professional degrees will be 
bestowed at each respective school's Commence- 
ment reception. (For details, see Page 11.) 
Streaming video of the ceremony will be broad- 
cast online at commencement.wustl.edu. The webcast 
can be viewed in January Hall, Room 110; Brown 
Hall, Room 100 (wheelchair accessible); and Brown 
Hall, Room 118. 
John Major, former prime minister of Great Bri- 
tain and Northern Ireland, will give the Com- 
mencement address, titled "The Changing World." 
Major was appointed prime minister on Nov. 28, 
1990, and was re-elected when the Conservative 
Party won an unprecedented fourth term in office 
at the general election of April 1992. 
Continuing the United Kingdom's strong ties 
with America, Major gave full support to the United 
States in the Gulf War of 1991 and thereafter to the 
U.S. position on Iraq in the United Nations. 
Major's seven years as prime minister were not 
See Commencement, Page 11 
Med students, older adults communicate through art 
BY BETH MILLER 
First-year medical students are 
getting hands-on experience in 
working with older adults through 
an art program sponsored by the 
National Institutes of Health's 
National Institute on Aging. 
The program is based on 
research showing that students 
who interact with older adults 
early in their medical training 
develop better attitudes toward 
aging. 
Through the course, called 
"Vital Visionaries," 15 first-year 
medical students and 15 healthy 
adults over age 65 from The 
OASIS Institute studied art in 
four two-hour sessions at the 
Contemporary Art Museum St. 
Louis. Each medical student was 
randomly paired with an older 
adult in the first class; working 
together, they made various pieces 
of art inspired by the St. Louis 
Collects exhibition, which high- 
Maggie Young (left), a first-year medical student, and Karen Levine, 
a member of The OASIS Institute, work together to create two art 
pieces — one beautiful, one ugly — using any color except white. 
lights contemporary art collec- 
tions of St. Louisans. 
The School of Medicine was 
one of five medical schools and 
museums nationwide to receive 
See Students, Page 4 
University to host "Foundation 
for Innovation' symposium 
BY BETH MILLER 
The University will host a sym- 
posium May 30-31 to bring 
together people interested in 
developing new enterprises in 
Missouri based on research dis- 
coveries. 
The conference, "21st Cen- 
tury Science: Foundation for 
Innovation," will begin at 3 p.m. 
May 30 with a presentation by 
Barry J. Marshall, recipient of 
the 2005 Nobel Prize in physiol- 
ogy or medicine, followed by a 
panel discussion on translating 
discoveries into business, mod- 
erated by Greg Steinhoff, direc- 
tor of the Missouri Department 
of Economic Development. 
Other panelists will be Nick 
Akers, president of Akermin 
Inc.; James McCarter, M.D., 
Ph.D., founder, president and 
chief scientific officer of Diver- 
gence Inc.; and Patricia Gelnar, 
M.D., Ph.D., president of Gra- 
phic Surgery LLC. 
Marshall will speak both 
about his groundbreaking re- 
search on mechanisms that 
cause ulcers and his experiences 
as an entrepreneur trying to 
reinvest intellectual properly 
into budding biotechnology 
businesses. 
Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt 
will begin the May 31 session 
with an address at 8:30 a.m., fol- 
lowed by sessions on scientific 
entrepreneurship, technology 
transfer and venture capital led 
by St. Louis business and aca- 
demic leaders. Symposium 
attendees may also tour the 
Medical Campus, the Genome 
Sequencing Center, the Center 
See Symposium, Page 11 
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Danf orth Campus 
renaming events 
scheduled for fall 
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN 
In recognition of the role that 
Chancellor Emeritus William H. 
"Bill" Danforth, the late Eliza- 
beth "Ibby" Gray Danforth, the 
Danforth family and the Danforth 
Foundation have played in the 
evolution of Washington Univer- 
sity, the Hilltop Campus will be 
renamed the Danforth Campus. 
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton 
made the announcement Feb. 23. 
An official "Dedication of the 
Danforth Campus" ceremony will 
be Sept. 17, when the new name 
takes effect. 
The Hilltop Campus is home 
to six of the University's seven 
schools. 
All members and friends of 
the University community are 
cordially invited to attend several 
events scheduled for Sept. 17, 
starting with a 3:30 p.m. program 
in Graham Chapel (doors will 
open at 2:45). 
The event will feature remarks 
from Wrighton; David W. Kemper, 
chairman, president and chief 
executive officer of Commerce 
Bancshares Inc. and chairman of 
the Board of Trustees; Gerald L. 
Early, Ph.D, the Merle Kling Pro- 
fessor of Modern Letters in the 
Department of English in Arts & 
Sciences; Truman and Danforth 
scholar Laura Kleinman, who will 
be a senior majoring in philoso- 
phy in Arts & Sciences; and Dan- 
forth. 
The keynote speaker will be 
Harold T. Shapiro, Ph.D., presi- 
dent emeritus and professor of 
economics and public affairs at 
Princeton University, whose talk 
is titled "A Larger Sense of Pur- 
pose: Higher Education and Soci- 
ety" — the same as his most re- 
cent book. 
A reception in Holmes Lounge 
and in Brookings Quadrangle 
will follow the 90-minute pro- 
gram. 
Several other events are 
scheduled throughout the fall 
semester in conjunction with the 
renaming, all along the theme "A 
High-er Sense of Purpose." 
• Bill Danforth will give a 
presentation titled "Medicine — 
A Larger Sense of Purpose" at 4 
p.m. Oct. 3 in Graham Chapel, 
and a reception will follow at a 
location to be determined. 
• On Oct. 16, John "Jack" 
Danforth, brother of Bill, former 
U.S. senator from Missouri and 
U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, and currenrthairof the 
Danforth Foundation, will give a 
presentation titled "Politics and 
Morality" at 4 p.m. in Holmes 
Lounge. A reception, also in 
Holmes Lounge, will follow. 
• P. Roy VagelosT, M.D., chair- 
man of the board of Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals Inc., founder 
and past director of the Division 
of Biology and Biomedical Sci- 
ences, and retired chairman of 
the board and chief executive 
officer of Merck & Co. Inc., will 
give a presentation titled "The 
Social Responsibility of Busi- 
ness" at 4 p.m. Nov. 13 in 
Graham Chapel. A reception 
will follow in Holmes Lounge. 
"A Higher Sense of Purpose" 
is the theme of Freshman Orien- 
tation. Accordingly, all incoming 
freshman will be given the book 
One Nation, Underprivileged: 
Why American Poverty Affects Us 
All by Mark R. Rank, Ph.D., the 
Herbert S. Hadley Professor of 
Social Welfare in the George 
Warren Brown School of Social 
Work. 
Rank will deliver the keynote 
address at the 2006 Orientation 
Convocation Aug. 24. 
Sports 
Baseball team hosts 
NCAA D-lll regionals 
For the second straight season, 
the baseball team has headed to 
the NCAA Tournament. The 
Bears are hosting the six-team 
Central Regional. WUSTL (34-5), 
which earned an at-large bid to 
the Tournament, played No. 4 
Aurora University (29-11) May 
17, after Record presstime. 
Softball season ends 
with split at regionals 
The 15th-ranked softball team 
ended the season with a 2-2 re- 
cord at the NCAA Midwest Re- 
gional May 11-14. The Bears (37- 
7) lost to St. Scholastica, 2-0; then 
beat Concordia University (8-0) 
and Simpson College (2-1) before 
losing to Wartburg College (7-2). 
Fleming heads to 
NCAA tennis tourney 
Junior Erin Fleming is headed to 
the 2006 NCAA Division III 
Women's Tennis Championship. 
Fleming is one of 32 student-ath- 
letes from around the country to 
be invited to the singles champi- 
onship. Fleming is 24-6 this sea- 
son as the Bears' No. 1 singles 
player. 





go online to 
bearsports.wustl.edu. 
Rosenthal, Cutler 
go to tennis NCAAs 
Senior Ari Rosenthal and fresh- 
man Charlie Cutler will represent 
the Bears in the singles and dou- 
bles competition at the 2006 
NCAA Division III Men's Tennis 
Championship, held May 20-22 at 
the University of Mary Washing- 
ton in Fredericksburg, Va. 
Track and field shows 
well at Keeler invite 
The women's track and field team 
turned in another strong per- 
formance May 12 at the Dr. Keeler 
Invitational in Naperville, 111. The 
women set two school records and 
recorded six NCAA provisional 
qualifying marks on the day. 
WUSTL also sent representa- 
tives to the Lindenwood Last 
Chance Meet in St. Charles, Mo. 
Summer Record production schedule 
After this issue, the Record will phase into its monthly summer pub- 
lication schedule. Issues will be published in June, July and early 
August before resuming weekly publicaction in late August. We hope 
you and your family have a safe and enjoyable summer. 
SpOltS are for everyone Men's tennis coach Roger Follmer (right) demonstrates a technique 
to Special Olympic athletes as Bears freshman tennis player Nirmal Choradia (left) looks on. The 
University's men's and women's tennis teams recently sponsored a clinic for Special Olympic ath- 
letes at the Dwight Davis Tennis Center in Forest Park. More than 50 athletes from across Missouri 
participated and received a free T-shirt and lunch. 
Edison announces 2006-07 OVATIONS! Series 
BYLIAMOTTEN 
Each year, the Edison Theatre 
OVATIONS! Series highlights 
music, theater and dance by a 
variety of nationally and interna- 
tionally acclaimed performing 
artists. 
The 2006-07 season — Edi- 
son's 34th — will include more 
than a dozen events, ranging 
from returning favorites and 
world premieres to the popular 
ovations! for young people series, 
which offers specially priced 
Saturday matinees for audiences 
of all ages. 
The OVATIONS! season will 
open Sept. 30 with a performance 
by Dianne Reeves. Widely re- 
garded as one of today's finest 
jazz vocalists, Reeves is a four- 
time Grammy Award winner (for 
each of her last four albums) and 
is featured in George Clooney's 
Oscar-nominated film Good 
Night and Good Luck (2005). 
The season will continue 
Oct. 6 with Inti-mimani, the re- 
nowned Chilean wind, string and 
percussion ensemble, which weds 
European styling with traditional 
Latin American roots. 
Music lovers also can look for- 
ward to "Civil Rights Reader" — 
a genre-defying tribute to figures 
such as Malcolm X, Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. and Maya Angelou 
— by African-American compos- 
er Daniel Bernard Roumain and 
his string quartet, The Mission 
SQ Unit, which will come to the 
University Jan. 26. 
Meanwhile, theater lovers will 
be treated to the U.S. premiere 
of Emil Sher's HUM'S Suitcase, 
which will run Jan. 11-21. Pre- 
sented by St. Louis' own Metro 
Theater Company, this special 
(and specially priced) two-week- 
end en-gagement is adapted from 
the book by Karen Levine. 
It tells the true story of a 
group of Japanese schoolchildren 
who, along with their teacher, at- 
tempt to uncover the mystery of 
Hana Brady, a Jewish child whose 
name was painted on an old bat- 
tered suitcase found at Auschwitz. 
Other theatrical offerings will 
include The Hying Karamazov 
Brothers, those comic jugglers 
extraordinaire, who will take the 
Edison stage Oct. 13-14 with 
"Life: A Guide for the Perplexed." 
On Feb. 16-17, Los Angeles 
renegades The Actors' Gang — 
led by artistic director Tim Rob- 
bins — will present 1984, a new 
stage adaptation of George Or- 
well's classic novel. 
On March 30-31 Edison will 
present "Leftover Stories to TelL 
A Tribute to Spalding Gray." 
The evening will feature an all- 
star cast reading previously un- 
heard stories and writings by the 
famed monologist and frequent 
Aspen Santa Fe 
Ballet will make 
its St. Louis debut 
April 27-29 as part 
of the 2006-07 Ed- 
ison Theatre OVA- 
TIONS! Series. The 
classically trained 
ensemble possess- 
es an eclectic reper- 
toire that includes 




OVATIONS! guest who died in 
January 2004. 
Once again, OVATIONS! and 
Dance St. Louis will co-sponsor 
performances by some of today's 
most cutting-edge dance compa- 
nies. Shapiro & Smith Dance 
will return to the Edison Nov. 17- 
19 with "Anytown: Stories of 
America," an evening of original 
choreography based on the music 
of Bruce Springsteen. 
DanceBrazil will showcase its 
signature mix of traditional and 
contemporary Afro-Brazilian 
dance — including capoeira, a 
form inspired by martial arts — 
Feb. 23-25. 
The OVATIONS! season will 
conclude April 27-29 with the 
St. Louis debut of Aspen Santa 
Fe Ballet, a classically trained 
ensemble whose eclectic reper- 
toire includes works by many of 
today's foremost choreographers. 
Meanwhile, the ovations! for 
young people series will open Oct. 
14 with The living Karamazov 
Brothers and continue Feb. 24 
with DanceBrazil. The series will 
conclude May 5 with the Gram- 
my-nominated acoustic duo 
Trout Fishing in America 
Tickets to OVATIONS! events 
are $30, $25 for seniors and 
WUSTL faculty and staff, and $18 
for students and children. Sub- 
scriptions are available at the 
basic level (three, four or five 
events at $25 per ticket) and at 
the premier level (six or more 
events at $20 per ticket). 
Tickets to Hana's Suitcase 
are $15 for adults and $10 for 
children. 
Ovations! for young people 
events are $7 each or $15 for tick- 
ets to all three events. 
For more information or to 
order tickets, call the Edison 
Theatre Box Office at 935-6543, 
or e-mail edison@wustl.edu. 
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School of Medicine Update 
Drug may prevent recurrence of depression in diabetics 
BY JIM DRYDEN 
A team of School of Medicine 
researchers found that an 
antidepressant medication 
may reduce the risk of recurrent 
depression and increase the 
length of time between depres- 
sive episodes in patients with 
diabetes. 
"That's important not only 
because people with diabetes will 
feel better if we can control their 
depression, but it's also key to 
helping manage blood sugar," 
said Patrick J. Lustman, Ph.D., 
principal investigator and profes- 
sor of psychiatry. "As depression 
improves, glucose levels also tend 
to improve." 
Although depression affects 
about 5 percent of the general 
population, the rate is about 
25 percent for patients with 
diabetes. 
Lustman's team previously 
demonstrated that treatment 
with antidepressants and psy- 
chotherapy is an effective way to 
treat depression in patients with 
diabetes, but often depression 
would quickly redevelop. 
"As we better understand 
o 
depression, it's clear that for 
many patients, it is a chronic and 
recurring disease," Lustman said. 
"That appears to be especially 
true for patients with diabetes 
compared with those otherwise 
free of medical illness." 





with mood and 







recurrence of depression in pa- 
tients with diabetes. They also 
didn't know what would happen 
to glucose levels in the months 
following successful depression 
therapy. 
So Lustman teamed up with 
investigators at the University of 
Arizona and the University of 
Washington. They studied 152 
patients with diabetes at the three 
sites. 
The sample included patients 
w 
Lustman 
Smokers seven times 
more likely to need 
jolt from heart devices 
BY GWEN ERICSON 
If some patients with heart dis- 
ease don't take their doctors' 
advice to quit smoking, they are 
probably going to get "shocking" 
reminders. 
A School of Medicine study 
found that heart patients who 
had implanted defibrillators and 
smoked were seven times more 
likely to have the devices jolt 
their hearts back into normal 
rhythm than nonsmokers with 
the devices. When the devices 
fire, it can feel like a thump or 
even a strong kick to the chest. 
"Eleven percent of cardiovas- 
cular deaths are related to smok- 
ing, and previous studies have 
shown that decreasing or quitting 
smoking is a very effective thera- 
py for patients with heart dis- 
ease," said J. Mauricio Sanchez, 
M.D., lead author of the study, 
published in the April issue of 
Heart Rhythm. 
"But if having heart disease 
isn't enough to make patients 
want to stop smoking, the evi- 
dence from our study should 
definitely add a strong argument 
to quit," said Sanchez, a cardiolo- 
gy fellow in the cardiovascular 
division. 
Implantable cardioverter- 
defibrillators (ICDs) are self-con- 
tained units that are placed with- 
in the chest to monitor heart 
rhythms and deliver electrical 
charges directly to heart muscle 
to correct abnormal rhythms. 
Abnormal rhythms can occur 
without warning, and some can 
cause death rapidly if no action 
is taken. A recent study demon- 
strated that ICDs decreased the 
risk of death by 23 percent in 
patients with congestive heart 
failure. 
"ICDs are implanted in pa- 
tients at high risk for sudden car- 
diac death," Sanchez said. "The 
devices shock the heart out of 
dangerous rhythms within sec- 
onds after they detect them. 
"It's like having a little ambu- 
lance in your chest." 
The study looked at 105 
School of Medicine patients with 
heart disease who had ICDs im- 
planted to prevent sudden cardiac 
death. The patients were followed 
for an average of two years. 
During this time, more than a 
third of the patients who smoked 
received an electrical discharge 
from their ICDs to correct a po- 
tentially life-threatening heart 
rhythm. 
Former smokers, or those who 
had stopped smoking at least a 
month before the study began, 
still had a fairly high occurrence 
of ICD discharge — about a 
quarter of these patients were 
shocked by the devices. 
In contrast, among patients 
who had never smoked, only 
about 6 percent received an ICD 
discharge. 
The study showed a seven-fold 
increase in risk for ICD discharge 
in current smokers, while those 
who formerly smoked had a five- 
fold increase in risk. The risk of 
ICD discharge associated with 
smoking was greater than the risk 
associated with age, diabetes, lung 
disease or use of ACE inhibitors 
or beta-blockers. 
Smoking can harm the heart 
in several ways, according to 
Sanchez. Nicotine increases the 
amount of adrenaline, which can 
lead to blood-vessel constriction 
and decreased blood flow to the 
heart. Smoking also increases 
blood-clotting factors, which can 
raise the chance of blood-vessel 
blockage. 
In addition, the hemoglobin in 
smokers' blood has carbon mon- 
oxide attached to it and can't car- 
ry as much oxygen. Both smokers 
and former smokers have more 
atherosclerosis in the blood ves- 
sels of the heart that lower the 
oxygen level there. 
Any of these factors can result 
in an imbalance of oxygen supply 
compared with oxygen needed by 
the heart. This oxygen deficiency 
predisposes the heart to danger- 
ous rhythms. 
"Heart patients know smoking 
is harmful, yet a good percentage 
of them continue to smoke," San- 
chez said. "It's clear that quitting 
should be advocated for a whole 
myriad of reasons, and our study^ 
reveals another." 
 ▼  
"We now know that controlling depression, 
by whatever method — exercise, activity, 
cognitive therapy or medication— 
improves the likelihood that blood glucose 
will be better controlled." 
PATRICK J. LUSTMAN 
with type 2 diabetes and patients 
with juvenile, or type 1, diabetes. 
Study participants averaged just 
over 50 years old, and they all had 
recovered from an episode of de- 
pression following treatment with 
sertraline (Zoloft). 
After their depression was 
under control, half the patients 
continued to take sertraline while 
the other half took a placebo. Pa- 
tients were followed for up to a 
year or until their depression 
recurred. During that time, in- 
vestigators regularly measured 
blood-glucose levels by keeping 
track of hemoglobin A1C, which 
reflects an individual's control 
of blood glucose over 2-3 
months. 
After a year, more than 65 
percent of those still taking ser- 
traline remained in remission 
from their depression. Only 
about 48 percent of those taking 
placebo were still in remission. 
On average, those who con- 
tinued to take sertraline stayed 
free of depression four times 
longer than those who did not. 
Blood-glucose levels remained 
lower in both groups of patients, 
as long as depression remained 
under control. 
"That's very important," 
Lustman said. "We now know 
that controlling depression, by 
whatever method — exercise, 
activity, cognitive therapy or 
medication — improves the like- 
lihood that blood glucose will be 
better controlled. That's the key 
to preventing the complications 
of diabetes, such as eye disease, 
neuropathy and kidney disease." 
Listen tO your heart Douglas Moeckel, a third-year medical student, and Teresa Deshields, 
Ph.D., manager of Psycho-Oncology Services at the Siteman Cancer Center, discuss Moeckel's 
poster presentation on cardiac auscultation at the recent Medical Education Day at the Farrell 
Learning and Teaching Center. During the event, three faculty members were presented Samuel R. 
Goldstein Leadership Awards in Medical Student Education: Leonard B. Bacharier, M.D., associ- 
ate professor of pediatrics and instructor in medicine; Nigar Kirmani, M.D., associate professor 
of medicine; and Allyson R. Zazulia, M.D., assistant professor of neurology and of radiology. 
WUSTL, B JH join network seeking to 
reduce hospital-acquired infections 
BY MICHAEL C. PURDY 
Infectious disease experts at the School of Medicine 
land Barnes-Jewish Hospital will participate in a 
new multicenter research network dedicated to 
assessing, treating and preventing hospital-acquired 
infections. 
"As improved health care has led to extended life 
spans, the population of older patients who are more 
susceptible to hospital-acquired infections has in- 
creased," said Victoria J. Fraser, 
M.D., the J. William Campbell 
Professor of Medicine and co- 
director of the Division of Infec- 
tious Diseases. "We have additional 
growing patient populations that 
are vulnerable, including patients 
with suppressed immune systems 
and surgical patients." 
At the same time, Fraser noted, 
new pathogens that are particular- 
ly virulent or resistant to antibi- 
otics have emerged in patients. Two of the most wor- 
risome are methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) and Clostridium difficile. 
MRSA most often causes mild skin infections, but 
it can also result in more serious skin infections, or 
infect surgical sites, the bloodstream or the urinary 
tract. Epidemiologists estimate that Clostridium diffi- 
cile causes nearly 3 million cases of diarrhea and 
colon inflammation per year. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) estimates that each year, about 2 million 
infections are acquired in health-care settings, result- 
ing in about 90,000 deaths and more than $4.5 bil- 
lion in excess costs. 
To support innovative research dedicated to stop- 
ping these infections, the CDC is providing $10 mil- 
Fraser 
lion in funding over five years through its Prevention 
Epicenter Program. WUSTL and BJH researchers will 
receive $300,000 annually for five years. 
In addition to faculty from the Division of Infec- 
tious Diseases, researchers from the departments of 
Medicine and Surgery and St. Louis Children's Hos- 
pital will contribute to the research. 
The other medical schools and hospitals in the net- 
work are the University of Utah, Ohio State University, 
Rush University/Stroger Hospital of Cook County and 
Harvard University/Eastern Massachusetts Hospitals. 
A primary goal of the program will be to stan- 
dardize reporting of hospital-acquired infections and 
the development of antibiotic-resistant strains of 
pathogens. 
"Right now, everyone does surveillance for hospi- 
tal-acquired infections differently — there's no uni- 
form system," Fraser said. "Once we have that system 
and can get accurate data about the rates of infec- 
tions and the different types of infections, we can 
develop improved interventions and measure the 
cost-effectiveness of those interventions." 
Fraser also is interested in what she calls "risk 
stratifying," which involves incorporating data about 
patient health and susceptibility in assessments of 
hospital-acquired infection rates. 
For example, a young, healthy person coming in 
to have a wart removed should have a near-zero risk 
of hospital-acquired infection, while an older cancer 
patient coming in for surgery may have a much high- 
er risk. Until researchers establish baseline data on 
what the risks are, they have no objective grounds 
to determine if efforts to reduce hospital-acquired 
infections are succeeding or failing. 
"We need to carefully look within patient popula- 
tions and know what infection rates are, and what 
kinds of infections are occurring in different settings 
in the hospital," Fraser said. 
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University Events 
Black Holes Supersized • Take Action • 
Cosmic Rays: Adventures in Antarctica 
"University Events" lists a portion of the 
activities taking place May 19-June 23 at 
Washington University. Visit the Web for 
expanded calendars for the Hilltop Cam- 
pus (calendar.wustl.edu) and the School 
of Medicine (medschool.wustl.edu/ 
calendars.html). 
Exhibits 
2006 Commencement. Through May 31. 
Olin Library Lobby. 935-6626. 
Visual Poetry. Through May 30. Olin 
Library, Grand Staircase Lobby and 
Ginkgo Reading Rm. 935-5495. 
Lectures 
Friday, May 19 
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Vis 
Medicatrix Naturae Hepaticum or Cir- 
rhosis of the Liver Unraveled." Ross 
Shepherd, prof, of pediatrics. Clopton 
Aud., 4950 Children's Place. 454-6006. 
7:30 p.m. Saint Louis Astronomical So- 
ciety Meeting. "Active Galactic Nuclei: 
Black Holes Supersized." Wayne Clar, 
Saint Louis Astronomical Society. Mc- 
Donnell Hall, Rm. 162. 935-4614. 
Saturday, May 20 
7:30 a.m.-3:15 p.m. Oncology CME 
Course. "Advances in Targeted Therapy." 
Cost: $55. The Ritz-Carlton, 100 Caron- 
delet Plaza. To register: 362-6891. 
7:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Neurology CME 
Course. "Multiple Sclerosis: Immunology, 
MRI, Cognitive Dysfunction & Genitour- 
inary Abnormalities." Cost: $55. Eric P. 
Newman Education Center. To register: 
362-6891. 
Monday, May 22 
Noon. Molecular Biology & Pharmacology. 
'The Cone-rod Homeobox (Crx) Protein 
and Retinal Degeneration." Shiming Chen, 
assoc. prof, of ophthalmology & visual 
sciences and of molecular biology & 
pharmacology. South Bldg., Rm. 3907, 
Philip Needleman Library. 747-3339. 
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhyth- 
mia Center Seminar. "Three-dimensional 
Mapping of Intraventricular Repolariza- 
tion." Bruno Taccardi, research prof, of 
medicine, U. of Utah. (5 p.m. reception.) 
Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218. 935-7887. 
Tuesday, May 23 
5-8 p.m. Center for the Application of In- 
formation Technology Half-day Work- 
shops. "Take Action: Contribute to Your 
Firm as a High-Impact IT Professional." 
(Continues 5-8 p.m. May 25.) For costs 
and to register: 935-4444. 
Thursday, May 25 
8 a.m.-Noon. Center for the Application of 
Information Technology Half-day Work- 
shop. "IT Readiness for SOA Workshop." 
(Continues 8 a.m.-noon, Thursdays 
through Aug. 31.) For costs and to regis- 
ter: 935-7575. 
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences 
Seminar. "Diverse Functions of Crystal- 
lins in the Eye." Vasilis Vasiliou, assoc. 
prof, of molecular toxicology, U. of Colo. 
Health Sciences Center. Maternity Bldg., 
Rm. 725. 362-4179. 
Wednesday, May 31 
7 p.m. Science on Tap Lecture. "Cosmic 
Rays: Adventures in Antarctica." Robert 
Binns, prof, of physics. Schlafly Bottle- 
works, Crown Room, 7260 Southwest 
Ave. 241-2337. 
Thursday, June 8 
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic Sci- 
ence Seminar Series. John DiPersio, 
prof, of medicine, of pediatrics and of 
pathology & immunology. Eric P. New- 
man Education Center. 454-7029. 
Friday, June 23 
7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Infectious Diseases 
CME Course. "Infectious Diseases Update 
for the Generalist Physician and Midlevel 
Clinician." Cost: $135 for physicians, 
$105 for allied health professionals. Eric 
P. Newman Education Center. To register: 
454-8275. 
And more ••• 
Saturday, May 20 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. School of Medicine As- 
thma Screening. Co-sponsored by the 
American College of Allergy, Asthma and 
Immunology. St. Louis Science Center. 
454-7376. 
Commencement Events 
This is a schedule of events for Com- 
mencement 2006. For more information, 
check the Commencement Web site, 
commencement.wustl.edu, or call the 
Commencement Office at 935-5985. 
Friday, May 19 
8 a.m. Degree candidates assemble. 
8:30 a.m. Commencement Exercises in 
Brookings Quadrangle. 
The following programs begin at 11:15 a.m. 
or immediately following the Com- 
mencement Exercises: 
College of Arts & Sciences: Diploma Dis- 
tribution and Reception. The Green, 
west of Olin Library and north of Graham 
Chapel. Rain Location: Athletic Complex, 
Francis Gym. 
University College: Diploma Distribution 
and Reception. Women's Bldg. Formal 
Lounge. 
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences: 
Hooding and Recognition Ceremony. 
Edison Theatre. Reception follows in 
Mallinckrodt Student Center, Bowles 
Plaza. Rain Location: Mallinckrodt Stu- 
dent Center, Lower Lvl., Food Court. 
Sam Fox School College of Architec- 
ture/Graduate School of Architecture 
& Urban Design: Diploma Ceremony. 
Brookings Drive Mall. Reception immedi- 
ately following: Brookings Drive Mall. Rain 
location and time: 3 p.m., Graham Chapel; 
reception following in Givens Hall. 
Sam Fox School College of Art/Graduate 
School of Art: Diploma Distribution and 
Reception. Steinberg Hall Terrace. Rain 
Location: Steinberg Hall, Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum. 
Olin School of Business: Undergraduate 
Diploma and Awards Ceremony. Athletic 
Complex, Field House. Reception follows 
in Simon Hall. 
School of Engineering & Applied Science: 
Undergraduate Diploma Distribution. 
Lopata Hall, Rm. 324. Reception follows 
in Lopata Gallery and Lopata Plaza, 
between Jolley and Cupples II halls. 
George Warren Brown School of Social 
Work: Diploma Ceremony. Graham 
Chapel. Reception follows in Goldfarb 
Hall, Lucy and Stanley Lopata Courtyard. 
Program in Occupational Therapy: Re- 
ception. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 
Diploma Ceremony immediately follow- 
ing in Graham Chapel. 
Program in Physical Therapy: Reception. 
Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648 Washington 
Ave. Diploma distribution and hooding 
ceremony follow at 2 p.m. 
The following program begins at noon: 
Program in Health Administration: Diplo- 
ma Ceremony. Sheraton Clayton Plaza 
Hotel, Grand Ballroom. Reception imme- 
diately following. 
The following program begins at 
12:30 p.m.: 
School of Law: Diploma Ceremony. 
Brookings Quadrangle. Rain location: 
Athletic Complex, Recreational Gym. 
Reception immediately following in 
Anheuser-Busch Hall. 
The following program begins at 1 p.m.: 
Program in Audiology and Communi- 
cation Sciences: Recognition Ceremony 
and Diploma Distribution. Central Insti- 
tute for the Deaf. Reception immediately 
following. 
The following programs begin at 2 p.m.: 
Henry Edwin Sever Graduate School 
of Engineering & Applied Science: 
Hooding and Recognition Ceremony. 
Edison Theatre. Reception immediately 
following in Mallinckrodt Student Center, 
Lower Lvl., Food Court. 
Program in Physical Therapy: Diploma 
Distribution and Hooding Ceremony. 
Sheldon Concert Hall, 3648 Washing- 
ton Ave. 
Program in Psychiatric Epidemiology: 
Recognition and Diploma Distribution. 
Pare Frontenac Building, 40 N. Kings- 
highway, Suite 4. Reception immediately 
following. 
The following programs begin at 3 p.m.: 
Olin School of Business: Graduate Diplo- 
ma and Awards Ceremony. Athletic 
Complex, Field House. Reception im- 
mediately following in Simon Hall. 
School of Medicine: Commencement 
Recognition Ceremony. America's Cen- 
ter (downtown St. Louis), Ferrara Thea- 
ter. Reception immediately following in 
America's Center atrium. 
Natural power (Left) P.J. Wilson of PowerTomorrow.com and 
junior engineering student David Hall Install solar panels on the 
roof of Olin Library. The recent project was done through the 
University's Committee on Environmental Quality, in partnership 
with Arts & Sciences, Bon Appetit, environmental engineering, 
facilities and planning management and Project Democracy. Six 
panels were installed to produce up to one kW of power, which 
is Integrated into the University's power supply. Additional 
equipment monitors temperature, irradiance, wind speed and 
direction. To view live data, see a video tour or learn more, go 
online to solarpanels.wustl.edu. 
Students 
- from Page 1 
$10,000 grants from the NIH for 
the Vital Visionaries project, con- 
ceived by Judith Salerno, M.D., 
deputy director of the National 
Institute on Aging. > 
Stephen Lefrak, M.D., professor 
of medicine and assistant dean for 
the Humanities Program in Med- 
icine, developed the course, with 
the help of Marylen Mann, foun- 
der and chairman of the St. Louis- 
based OASIS, and Bunny Burson, 
liaison with the National Institute 
on Aging. 
With input from Lefrak, Mann 
and Burson, local artist and project 
coordinator Amy EnkelmannrReed 
put together the curriculum, which 
included talks by Mort Hill, who 
designed collaborative mosaic pan- 
els at Confluence Park; and Belin- 
da Lee, who uses color to evoke a 
mood in her portraits. Enkelmann- 
Reed also gave a lecture on Chuck 
Close, a painter, photographer and 
printmaker. 
Lefrak said the program is a 
pilot to see how students and old- 
er adults respond. The goal is to 
spark interest in geriatric medicine 
to improve future doctors' atti- 
tudes toward older people and to 
inake older people aware of their 
•creative potential. 
"Young medical students look 
at people in their 60s, 70s and 80s 
as ancient with little vitality and 
quality of life," Lefrak said. "How 
do you get them to see that there is 
a common ground between them?" 
The answer, in this case, is art. 
"The medium is the message. 
We're not trying to teach students 
In a Commencement tradition, master's and doctoral students 
"hood" each other after the conferral of their degrees. The colors of a 
hood represent the school from which the graduate earned a degree. 
Speaker 
- from Page 1  
at Bear's Den to allow seniors to 
relive some University memories. 
The council also planned a 
transition series with The Career 
Center to inform seniors about 
how to dress for a job interview, 
buy a car and rent an apart- 
ment, among other topics. 
In addition to his studies, 
Ravi was involved in student 
government for three years, 
served as co-founder of the Mr. 
WashU Executive Committee, 
worked as a residential adviser 
and teaching assistant for two 
years, was involved with Ashoka, 
the Indian student association, 
and was named Outstanding 
Junior in Political Science. 
He also spent many hours 
helping to plan the first Chan- 
cellor's Dinner for Graduating 
Seniors, which was held May 16 
at America's Center in down- 
town St. Louis. 
"Sagar and the entire senior 
class council have been ex- 
tremely helpful in planning the 
dinner for more than 1,100 sen- 
iors," said Jim Burmeister, exec- 
utive director of University rela- 
tions and Commencement. "It 
would have been much more 
difficult without their help." 
Ravi has thoroughly enjoyed 
his time at the University. 
"More than anything, my 
experience here has given me 
the confidence to follow what I 
believe is right," he said. "I have 
had so many great experiences 
in leadership, academics and 
socially. 
"These experiences have all 
come together to teach me 
about myself and also what I'm 
looking to accomplish in my 
life. It's really interesting to look 
back from freshman year to 
now and see how people have 
changed, including myself." 
about art, but common humani- 
ty," Lefrak said. "It's to change 
their perception and show them 
they can connect with older peo- 
ple in the same way they connect 
with friends their own age." 
Lefrak said he hopes that the 
class will become part of the 
required curriculum in the next 
few years. 
Although the U.S. population of 
older adults is increasing, the num- 
ber of U.S. geriatricians is declin- 
ing. Recent data show that while 
14,000 geriatricians are needed 
nationally to meet the needs of the 
elderly population, only 7,500 geri- 
atricians are in practice. 
Estimates suggest that 36,000 
geriatricians will be needed within 
25 years to serve an older Ameri- 
can population of more than 70 
million. 
Karen Levine, an OASIS mem- 
ber since 2003, said she didn't 
know what to expect when she 
signed up for the program. 
"But any place that gives me 
permission to have fun with art, 
I'm glad to be there," said Levine, 
who has a daughter older than her 
partner, Maggie Young. 
Young said she was not excited 
about the program before it start- 
ed because she doesn't consider 
herself artistic. 
"But, I've had fun with it, and 
it's OK that I'm not artistic," 
Young said. 
"I found out I'm better at it 
than I thought." 
Founded in 1982, OASIS offers 
and creates a wide variety of pro- 
grams and opportunities for in- 
volvement in the community, pro- 
viding a creative outlet and inter- 
generational interaction, Mann 
said. A national nonprofit organi- 
zation, OASIS serves more than 
360,000 members over age 50 
through a network of centers in 
26 cities. 
While many hospitals have 
community-outreach programs, 
the Vital Visionaries program is the 
only one that centers on communi- 
cation between two age groups. 
"This kind of exchange is really 
rich," Mann said. "I also think this 
is saying to older people, 'You are 
important, you are valuable and 
you have something to say.'" 
The other medical schools and 
museums participating in the Vital 
Visionaries project are Columbia 
University's College of Physicians 
and Surgeons and the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York; North- 
western University's Feinberg 
School of Medicine and the Mexi- 
can Fine Arts Center Museum in 
Chicago; the University of South 
Florida's Florida Center for Crea- 
tive Aging in Tampa, and the 
Tampa Museum of Art and the 
Salvador Dali Museum in St 
Petersburg; and the University of 
Florida and the Samuel P. Harn 
Museum of Art in Gainesville. 
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Danforth Scholar Solawetz is "ambassador of hope' 
BY GERRY EVERDING 
It was getting late in the spring 
and high-school senior Nicole 
Solawetz of Des Moines, Iowa, 
still didn't know where she was 
going to college. Washington 
University was her first choice, 
but she was still waiting on the 
admission decision. 
That's when she was invitedJto 
campus to interview as one of 35 
finalists from an international 
pool of about 2,000 applicants for 
the University's Danforth Scho- 
lars Program, an honor bestowed 
upon a select 
College of 





tional "scholarship, leadership, 
service and the potential to make 
a difference in the community, 
both now and in the future." 
One of four students named 
in 2002 to receive a four-year, 
full-tuition scholarship through 
the program, Solawetz has more 
than lived up to the selection cri- 
teria. 
"No one could surpass Nicole 
Solawetz as an ambassador of 
hope or represent better what we 
want all our young leaders to be: 
sensitive to culture, respectful and 
appreciative of diversity, well- 
educated and appreciative of the 
process of learning, thoughtful, 
fair, kind and just," says Sharon 
Stahl, Ph.D., associate dean of the 
College of Arts & Sciences and 
director of the Danforth Scholars 
Program. 
As a William and Elizabeth 
Gray Danforth Fellow, Solawetz 
has touched young lives as a vol- 
unteer in orphanages in Chile 
and Mexico and as a tutor in low- 
income Hispanic neighborhoods 





a T-shirt as part 
of a twice-a-week 
tutoring program 
at Accion Social 
Comunitaria, a 
nonprofit organi- 




on the city's 
south side. "No 
one could sur- 
pass Nicole 
Solawetz as an 
ambassador of 
hope or represent 
better what we 
want all our 
young leaders to 
be," says Sharon 
Stahl, Ph.D., 
associate dean of 
the College of 
Arts & Sciences 





She's taught English-as-a-sec- 
ond-language classes to immi- 
grants in the St. Louis area and 
volunteered at the St. Louis Coun- 
ty Juvenile Detention Center. She 
helped organize a campus-wide 
day of service, set up volunteer 
work sites and procured food 
donations — all the while making 
the Dean's List four years running. 
"My mother instilled the vol- 
unteer bug in me at a very early 
age," Solawetz says. "Our family 
helped sponsor a very large family 
of refugees who came to Des 
Moines from Sudan. They had six 
kids, and I spent a lot of time get- 
ting to know them, helping them 
learn English." 
The oldest of four siblings, So- 
lawetz has a sister, Kristyna, who 
began studies here last year. Her 
mother, Wendy, holds a master's 
degree in child development and 
works with Catholic Charities. 
Her father, Bill, is a geneticist for 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International. 
Solawetz first became interested 
in languages when her grade school 
launched a Spanish program. "It 
wasn't much of a Spanish class, but 
it was enough to get me hooked," 
she says. 
She took four years of high- 
school Spanish, practicing her 
skills over three summers as an 
intern with Back2Back Ministries 
in Monterrey, Mexico. There, she 
helped with translation and coor- 
dinated service work of U.S. stu- 
dent groups in five orphanages. 
Solawetz continued Spanish stu- 
dies here and spent seven months 
in the University's study-abroad 
program in Chile, living in the 
home of a large working-class fami- 
ly and taking classes at Pontificia 
Universidad Cat61ica in Santiago. 
In St. Louis, she's been heavily 
involved with community-service 
programs sponsored by the De- 
partment of Romance Languages 
and Literatures in Arts & Sciences. 
Coordinated by Virginia Braxs, 
lecturer in Spanish, these volun- 
teer programs allow students to 
practice language skills while mak- 
ing valuable contributions to the 
Hispanic community. 
Solawetz has become a fixture 
in a mentoring program for un- 
derprivileged children at Acci6n 
Social Comunitaria, a nonprofit 
organization providing health 
care and support services for low- 
income families on the city's south 
side. She's one of about 15 lan- 
guage students who spend Tuesday 
or Thursday evenings helping His- 
panic children with homework, 
math and English. 
"Out of everything I've done at 
the University, this has been my 
biggest inspiration," Solawetz says. 
"It's made me realize just how 
much I enjoy working with kids. 
It's also been a great opportunity 
to get away from my studies for a 
while and do what I want to do 
with the rest of my life." 
Solawetz will graduate today 
with an Arts & Sciences double 
major in psychology and Spanish 
and a minor in business adminis- 
tration. She hopes someday to 
pursue graduate studies here at the 
George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work. 
For now, she's headed back to 
Santiago to work with orphans in 
a community program organized 
by a student at Harvard University. 
And in 2007, she'll be in Chile 
once again as recipient of a Ful- 
bright English Teaching Assistant- 
ship. In addition to course work, 
she plans to pursue research and 
stay involved, as always, in com- 
munity-service projects. 
Engineering's Brewer intends to improve the environment 





Arts & Sciences 
Damien Brewer, who will re- 
ceive undergraduate degrees 
in chemical engineering and 
in chemistry in Arts & Sciences 
today, traces his interest in the 
environment to a job he held as 
a high-school student. 
As a courtesy clerk at a gro- 
cery store in his hometown of 
Anchorage, Alaska, he found 
himself developing asthmatic 
symptoms because of repeated 
exposure to exhaust from idling 
vehicles. He was 




would take care 
of the situation, 
but the symp- 
toms persisted 
during the winter because of tem- 
perature inversions that trap air 
pollutants in the Anchorage area. 
He began taking note of such 
events as Alaska's seasonal forest 
fires, which create small-particle 
pollution. 
"I was taken by the fact that the 
environment impacts people's 
health, even in Anchorage, where 
you wouldn't think there would be 
much of a problem," Brewer says. 
"I realized that chemistry has a lot 
to do with how we produce energy 
and manufacture goods. 
"Engineering was a way to 
combine my interests and tackle a 
big problem," adds Brewer, the 
youngest of four children. 
Pursuing a career as an archi- 
tect, Brewer's father, Raymond, 
moved his family to Anchorage in 
the early '70s. Damien's mother, 
Nancy, worked in the administra- 
tive office of the Anchorage pub- 
lic schools. His father encouraged 
Damien Brewer (right) worked in the lab of Pratim Biswas, Ph.D., the Stifel and Quinette Jens Profes- 
sor of Environmental Engineering Science and director of the Environmental Engineering Science Pro- 
gram. Their collaboration led to a presentation at the 2005 annual meeting of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers in Cincinnati. 
him to pursue engineering, and 
Brewer came to Washington 
University in 2002, choosing it 
largely because of the strong envi- 
ronmental program of the chemi- 
cal engineering department. 
Early in his time here, he took a 
tour of the aerosol laboratory of 
Pratim Biswas, Ph.D., the Stifel 
and Quinette Jens Professor of En- 
vironmental Engineering Science 
and director of the Environmental 
Engineering Science Program, and 
learned that Biswas was looking 
for a student worker. Brewer 
worked most semesters in Biswas' 
lab, getting hands-on experience 
and learning from an esteemed 
environmental engineer. 
This relationship led to a col- 
laboration with Biswas, studying 
hydrogen production via nanos- 
tructured photovoltaic titanium 
thin-films. Their research was pre- 
sented at the 2005 annual meeting 
of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers in Cincinnati. 
"Damien was an excellent stu- 
dent," Biswas says. "I have never 
had a student who did that well 
and was the highest scorer in all 
quizzes, tests and homework. 
"He was also eager to work in 
the laboratory, and despite his 
busy schedule, he found time to 
do some neat things in the labo- 
ratory examining models for 
photosplitting of water for hydro- 
gen production." 
Brewer's undergraduate years 
are characterized by service, com- 
mitment and intellectual curiosity. 
He tutored inner-city children for 
two years in the Each One Teach 
One program; he also organized 
lessons and taught science con- 
cepts for a year at an elementary 
school in the St. Louis Science 
Center Outreach Program. 
He was a four-year member of 
the American Institute of Chem- 
ical Engineers, serving as an offi- 
cer for one. He designed and pro- 
duced student handbooks as an 
Engineering Orientation Staff vol- 
unteer. For three years, he served 
as an academic mentor in organic 
chemistry for the University's 
Student Educational Services. 
During his four years here, he 
was also very active as a member 
of the National Society of Black 
Engineers, each year an officer, 
the final one serving as treasurer. 
"The society has provided a 
nice community of intellectual 
African-American colleagues, 
something I've never had before," 
Brewer says. "I've very much 
enjoyed the camaraderie and 
activities, especially going to the 
annual meeting." 
During the past three sum- 
mers, Brewer had three different 
laboratory experiences that have 
helped mold him as an engineer 
and shape his vision of environ- 
mental engineering. In summer 
2003, he was a laboratory techni- 
cian at Northern Testing Labora- 
tories in Anchorage; in 2004, he 
was an environmental engineer- 
ing intern at BP Chemicals in 
Naperville, 111., a Chicago suburb. 
And in 2005, he worked in the 
University of Minnesota's Depart- 
ment of Chemical Engineering, 
where he synthesized and charac- 
terized nanowire arrays for solar- 
cell applications. 
Of the three, he speaks most 
glowingly of the BP Chemicals 
internship. 
"I had a great mentor, Sanjeev 
Vora, a native of India, and I lived 
with him and his family for 14 
weeks," he said. "I got a great 
background in what the corporate 
experience is like." 
Through all his experiences 
inside and outside Washington 
University, Brewer has come to 
the understanding that "science 
and math provide elegant ways of 
describing nature." 
Drawn to a strong program in 
photovoltaics and renewable ener- 
gy, he will go to graduate school at 
the University of Minnesota and 
pursue a doctorate. 
J 
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Anwisye hopes to make medical care more accessible 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
Imani Anwisye knows her family 
and community have served 
integral roles in her preparation 
for college and have provided sup- 
port during her Washington Uni- 
versity experience. 
Thanks to that support, the 
St. Louis native plans to attend 
medical school to understand 
more about disease and to help 
lead to a greater understanding of 
illnesses, not just for the physi- 
cian, but for the patient as well. 
"I'm not under any illusions 
that it will be simple, but I've had 
so many great 
examples in my 
life that have 
done what oth- 
ers have felt to 
be impossible, so I feel like I could 
do no less than to at least try," An- 
wisye says. 
"No matter what you discover 
in the laboratory, there will only 
be a certain percentage of the 
population that will ever have 
access to that. 
"So on some level, if only on a 
community-based level, I'd like to 
work toward rriinimizing dispari- 
ties in health-care access." 
Growing up in North St. Louis, 
Anwisye felt science could be the 
way for her to make her greatest 
contribution to society. The mag- 
na cum laude graduate in biolo- 
gy in Arts & Sciences is well on 
her way. 
Her field of research is bone- 
cell metabolism, a field she sort of 
fell into while working at the bone- 
cell metabolism laboratory at Ro- 
bert Wood Johnson Medical 
School in New Jersey during a Re- 
Imani Anwisye (left) mentors freshman Sylvia Lee in a chemistry study group at Cornerstone: The 
Center for Advanced Learning, where Anwisye serves as an academic mentor in chemistry. "Imani has 
a 'fire in her belly' for medicine and research," says Tavonia Strickland, student support specialist at 
Cornerstone. "I have worked with Imani for two years and have found her to be among the brightest, 
most dedicated students with whom I have ever worked." 
search in Science and Engineering 
Fellowship in summer 2004. 
Her thesis research involves 
the study of bone diseases like 
osteoporosis in the laboratory of 
Deborah J. Novack, M.D., Ph.D., 
assistant professor of internal 
medicine and instructor in the 
School of Medicine's Program in 
Molecular Cell Biology. 
"It's not what I'd ultimately like 
to do for a career in research," 
Anwisye says. "I want to work on 
autoimmune disorders such as 
lupus, but this has been an excel- 
lent start, and I've had great train- 
ing in the laboratories here with 
excellent mentors." 
Her ultimate goal? "I'd like to 
become a physician-scientist with 
both a medical degree and doc- 
torate," she says. "I'd like to ap- 
proach this challenge of health 
care on several different levels in 
research and medicine." 
"Imam has a 'fire in her belly' 
for medicine and research," says 
Tavonia Strickland, student sup- 
port specialist at the University's 
Cornerstone: The Center for Ad- 
vanced Learning. "I have worked 
with Imani for two years and 
have found her to be among the 
brightest, most dedicated stu- 
dents with whom I have ever 
worked. Indeed, her intellect, ini- 
tiative, leadership and scholarship 
are unique." 
During her time at the Uni- 
versity, Anwisye has served as a 
member of the Mortarboard Sen- 
ior Honors Society and the Afri- 
can Student Association. She is a 
Howard Hughes Medical Insti- 
tute Fellow and has worked as a 
"Biology I" course tutor in Arts 
& Sciences and academic mentor 
in general chemistry. She has 
served as the Black Pre-medical 
Society's sophomore representa- 
tive and co-president. 
In 2004, she founded Healing 
Hands, a program designed to 
expose undergraduate students 
to the practice of medicine in the 
inner city. 
In summer 2005, she partici- 
pated in an intensive three-week 
medical training program in 
Tanzania, practicing medicine 
in the rural areas of that nation. 
She was the recipient of this 
year's Washington University 
Women's Society Leadership 
Award and the TRIO Student 
of the Year award. 
Anwisye says she has thor- 
oughly enjoyed the University. 
"From an academic perspec- 
tive, I've gotten more than I ever 
anticipated, and not just in the 
rigor but in the access to aca- 
demic resources, including the 
professors themselves," she says. 
"I'd say that's one of the reasons 
WUSTL is one of the top univer- 
sities in the world. 
"I've enjoyed the opportunity 
to develop my leadership and fol- 
lowing skills and the opportunity 
to meet and learn from some 
outstanding individuals, be they 
my peers, maintenance workers 
or faculty. 
"Those bonds have been in- 
valuable and have been a training 
ground for life, not just in net- 
working, but learning from the 
unique perspectives of others." 
Repice makes key connections between art and life 
BY MARTHA M. EVERETT 
Eric Repice believes that to 
understand the world, you 
have to understand the man- 
made objects in it. That philoso- 
phy helps explain what some 
might see as a strange combina- 
tion of areas of study: art and 
anthropology. 
When Repice receives his mas- 
ter of fine arts degree from the 
Graduate School of Art in the Sam 
Fox School of Design & Visual Arts 
today, he won't be leaving the Uni- 
versity. He plans to spend the next 
two years finishing his dissertation 
to earn a doctorate in cultural 
anthropology 
Sam Fox School 
of Design & 
Visual Arts, 
Graduate 
School of Art 
from the De- 
partment of 
Anthropology in 
Arts & Sciences. 
Through his 
varied studies 
— which in- 
elude a master's degree in eco- 
nomics from George Washington 
University — he sees connections 
to a broader world. 
"To understand, we can't just 
focus on one thing," says the Wi- 
nona, Minn., native. 
The Lynne Cooper Harvey Fel- 
low in American Culture Studies in 
Arts & Sciences, a University 
Fellow in Cultural Anthropology 
and a Jens Fellow in the Graduate 
School of Art, Repice came to the 
University in 2000 to study anthro- 
pology and American culture 
under John R Bowen, Ph.D., the 
Dunbar-Van Cleve Professor in 
Arts & Sciences, and Wayne D. 
Fields, Ph.D., the Lynne Cooper 
Harvey Distinguished Professor 
of English in Arts & Sciences and 
director of American Culture 
Studies. 
A self-taught painter, Repice 
always had an interest in art. 
"I chose anthropology because 
Eric Repice shows off a papier mache baseball he created. He'll receive a master of fine arts degree to- 
day, but he won't be leaving the University just yet. He plans to spend the next two years finishing his 
dissertation to earn a doctorate in cultural anthropology from the Department of Anthropology in Arts 
& Sciences. "To understand, we can't just focus on one thing," he says. 
I didn't feel the need to go to art 
school. I was active on my own," 
he says. "I needed to learn more 
about the world to understand 
what to make art about." 
But three years into his doctor- 
al program, Repice approached 
Joan Hall, the Kenneth E. Hudson 
Professor of Art, about an inde- 
pendent-study art project. 
"He needed to make art," Hall 
says, "and was ready to study it." 
Repice's crossover between 
anthropology and art and his 
study of the mark people leave 
behind intrigued Hall. 
"It was fascinating," she says. 
"He's a very creative thinker. Eric 
is a perfect example of an inter- 
disciplinary student in the Col- 
lege of Art." 
In 2004, Repice became a stu- 
dent in the master of fine arts 
program, through which he 
earned the School of Art's Bell 
Cramer Award in Printmaking. 
The combination of the two 
disciplines — the theory of 
anthropology and the practice of 
art — blend well for Repice. 
"Anthropologists get out and 
do things," he says. "I wanted to 
be involved in art production." 
That desire, coupled with 
Repice's interest in Latino culture 
— he teaches an interdisciplinary 
course called "Latino Experiences 
in the United States" — and 
Latino art, particularly the public 
art form of murals, led to the St. 
Louis Mural Art Project. 
He helped organize and paint a 
150-foot mural celebrating world 
music at Casa Loma Ballroom at 
3354 Iowa Ave. Working with local 
artist Sarah Paulsen and a dozen 
Mexican-American children from 
the community, the project took 
several months to complete. 
"It was a way of seeing art 
outside its normal confines: art 
in the open, not contained in a 
museum or art school or art his- 
tory book," Repice says. 
Other projects Repice has 
worked on include creating a 
one-mile walking trail of more 
than 2,300 stenciled and printed 
footprints through an urban 
neighborhood in Columbia, Mo.; 
an Earth Day project involving 
replacing Utter in Forest Park 
with boxes containing origami 
lithographs depicting the envi- 
ronment; and helping coordinate 
an interdisciplinary graduate stu- 
dent art show that brought to- 
gether the works of more than 50 
University students. 
In his own work, Repice fo- 
cuses on what he calls "plein-air 
printmaking," which he describes 
as "getting outside the studio and 
experiencing the world, its tex- 
tures, objects, impressions." For 
example, through embossments 
and charcoal rubbings, he incor- 
porates the impressions and 
marks of ordinary objects, such 
as street grates, into the paper 
pieces and prints he makes. 
"It's seeing the world not just 
as objects, but what they can be 
used to generate," he says. 
Such thinking impresses Hall. 
"He takes something we use 
every day and elevates it to an art 
icon," Hall says. 
"I'm excited to see what he 
does in the future." 
In the more immediate future, 
Repice will take on yet another 
role: father. In August, Repice 
and his wife of five years, Mi- 
chelle, a doctoral student in the 
Department of History in Arts 
& Sciences, are expecting a 
baby girl. 
After finishing his disserta- 
tion, Repice hopes to continue to 
combine his interests through a 
studio practice and teaching. 
"It might seem like I wear two 
different hats, but they are the 
same hat," Repice says. "I wear it 
in different places." 
Q 
record.wustl.edu WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS May 19,2006    7 
Gallery of Graduates 
Olin's Ader boasts 'an authentic style of leadership' 
BY SHULA NEUMAN 
There is no one trait that 
determines what makes a 
good leader, management 
professors say. A title in front of 
your name, such as Student 
Union president, doesn't necessar- 
ily make someone a leader. 
Yet there are some people who 
are more effective leaders than 
others. David Ader — who was 
president of WUSTL's Student 
Union for two years — falls into 
that category. 
"He has an authentic style of 
leadership," says Jackson A. Nicker- 
son, Ph.D., professor of organiza- 
tion and strategy. "He cares about 
people and he 
Olin School 
of Business 
truly wants to 
accomplish good 
things. And he 
does." 
Nickerson got to know Ader in 
2004-05 when they served on the 
search committee for a new dean 
of the Olin School of Business, 
and also when Ader was one of 
his students. He also interacted 
with Ader on Undergraduate 
Council and advised him for a 
practicum project for Monsanto. 
The two joined forces to per- 
suade the University that the par- 
king lot in front of Simon Hall 
presented a potential hazard to 
student safety. Their efforts result- 
ed in speed bumps to slow cars 
down and a new fence around the 
lot to prevent students from cut- 
ting through. 
"He has good taste for which 
problems to address, and my sense 
is that he's been successful," Nick- 
erson says. "He introduced a novel 
approach for communicating with 
students using WUTV on Monday 
nights. He has true concern for 
David Ader, who was on the 
University's club gymnastics 
team as a freshman, shows off 
his form on the rings. He would 
later focus more on student 
government, but he became a 
children's coach at the St. Louis 
Gymnastics Centre. 
people; he wouldn't be coaching 
gymnastics to little kids if he 
didn't care about people." 
Ader also wouldn't be coach- 
ing gymnastics to little kids if he 
didn't practice the sport himself. 
He competed in gymnastics 
throughout his childhood in his 
hometown of Strongsville, Ohio. 
At the peak of his career, he 
competed on the vault with a 
laid-out Tsukahara — a whirling, 
twisting flip. When considering 
where to go to college, he looked 
for schools that had a gymnastics 
program. 
"Freshman year I was on the 
club team," Ader says. "I was the 
only guy on the team. It was fun; 
we traveled all over the place for 
Ader welcomes President George W. Bush to the University Oct. 8, 
2004, for the second presidential debate of that campaign. Looking 
on are Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton and his wife, Risa Zwerling 
Wrighton. 
competitions. 
"But the more I became invol- 
ved in Student Union, the more dif- 
ficult it was to stay on the team. I 
knew that I would only have the 
opportunity to hold a leadership 
role on campus once. 
"So, I started coaching for an 
area gym (the St. Louis Gymnastics 
Centre) and got more involved in 
student politics." 
Ader knows he made the right 
choice. "I loved every second of it," 
he says. 
Ader's ardor for his involve- 
ment was probably enhanced 
because he had some unusual 
opportunities; the biggest of which 
was speaking at the 2004 presiden- 
tial debate held at the University. 
Don't worry if you missed seeing 
him on national television; his 
big moment happened before the 
event went on the air. 
"I got to meet both candi- 
dates," Ader recalls. "Then, before 
the debate went live — although, 
it was being broadcast on C-SPAN 
— I got to go on stage, welcome 
the audience to the University and 
introduce the chancellor (Mark S. 
Wrighton). That was a really cool 
experience." 
It wasn't all glamour, Ader 
says. He was surprised by the 
amount of advising and mentor- 
ing involved in being the Student 
Union president, and he had to 
learn to work with University 
administrators on their level. As 
he advanced through the 
B.S.B.A. program in the Olin 
School, he also grew increasing- 
ly aware of how his course work 
could be applied to his involve- 
ment with the student govern- 
ment. 
"Learning how to motivate 
people and how to set goals has 
definitely been an advantage," 
Ader says. "Last year, we had a 
practicum team from the busi- 
ness school that worked with 
Glenn MacDonald (Ph.D., sen- 
ior associate dean and the John 
M. Olin Distinguished Professor 
of Economics and Strategy) to 
advise the Student Union. It's 
another way we bridged the gap 
between the business school and 
the Student Union." 
The connection wasn't lost 
on Ader's peers, either. Ed Banti, 
a fellow Student Union member 
who will graduate today with a 
bachelor's degree in computer 
science, says Ader's strongest 
quality is the way he thinks and 
approaches problems. 
"I've seen him in action in a 
lot of meetings," Banti says. "He 
listens to discussions that seem 
completely disjointed and after 
a while he raises his hand. 
"Everyone stops talking and 
he says, 'What exactly is the 
problem?' And then he'll list out 
the main points he's heard and 
focus the discussions of both the 
students and administrators." 
Armed with his innate abili- 
ties and the skills he acquired 
at the University, Ader is ready 
to apply them to his post-Uni- 
versity life. After receiving his 
undergraduate business degree 
today, he has a consulting job 
waiting for him at Deloitte in 
Chicago. 
Military veteran Traugott makes the cut in surgery 
BY BETH MILLER 
When Amber Traugott start- 
ed classes in the School of 
Medicine, there was only 
one thing she was absolutely sure 
of— she did not want to become 
a surgeon. 
Several years and a couple 
tours of duty later, she is prepar- 
ing to begin her residency in sur- 
gery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
after graduating today. 
"On my first day of the surgery 
rotation, I walked in and said, 'I 
just want to get this over with so I 
can get back to (St. Louis) Chil- 
dren's Hospital,'" Traugott recalls. 
She had already completed 
rotations in medicine, OB-GYN 
and pediatrics and thought she 






the surgical rotation made it clear 
to her that she was meant for sur- 
gery — despite passing out on her 
first day in the operating room. 
"I found that I was having an 
easier time getting out of bed at 
4:30 a.m. for surgery than I was at 
6 a.m. for the other rotations," she 
says. Traugott also found herself 
spending her free time reading 
about surgery. 
"Surgeons have the potential 
to be able to cure patients or solve 
problems that are going on," she 
says. "It is very satisfying when it 
goes well, because they are mak- 
ing things better, not just manag- 
ing an illness. 
"A lot of really respected sur- 
geons are very emotionally in- 
volved in their patients and the 
outcomes of their patients, and 
that's also true for me," she says. 
The Wisconsin native has had 
a lot of experience making things 
Amber Traugott (right) and Andrea Van Pelt, M.D., a plastic surgery resident, talk in the operating room 
about a future case. One of Traugott's professors, Timothy G. Buchman, M.D., Ph.D., the Harry Edison 
Professor of Surgery, professor of anesthesiology and of medicine, says of Traugott, "She is among the 
very best I have ever encountered in the past 25 years, and her future as a leader is certain." 
better for people in need. As an 
undergraduate junior, Traugott 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and was 
assigned to the 3rd Infantry Di- 
vision, where she learned Arabic 
and trained in intelligence. She 
was sent to Guam in 1997, where 
she worked as a translator at a 
camp for Iraqi and Kurdish re- 
fugees. She and other interpreters 
also helped prepare the refugees 
for assimilating into American 
culture after they left Guam. 
Traugott was sent to Kuwait in 
1998 as part of the U.S. ground- 
force presence. When her active 
duty ended in 1999, she complet- 
ed her bachelor's degree in genet- 
ics at the University of Georgia, 
graduating magna cum laude 
with college honors. That helped 
earn her a Distinguished Student 
Scholarship at the WUSTL School 
of Medicine, a merit-based, four- 
year, full-tuition award. 
In the middle of her second 
year of medical school, the Army 
called again, and she served six 
months as a cryptologic linguist, 
listening to Arabic "chatter" from 
Fort Gordon, Ga. Prior to picking 
up where she left off at the 
School of Medicine, she volun- 
teered for Wesley Clark's presi- 
dential campaign. 
"I like to feel that I'm doing 
something that matters to some- 
body else," she says, "and I also 
like to know that I'm doing what- 
ever it is I'm doing to the best of 
my ability." 
While at the medical school, 
Traugott worked in the lab of 
Janet S. Rader, M.D., professor of 
obstetrics and gynecology and of 
genetics, characterizing genetic 
markers in cervical cancer lines. 
Traugott credits Rader with being 
instrumental in her development 
as a researcher. 
She also credits Jeffrey F. Mo- 
ley, M.D., professor of surgery, 
with giving her the opportunity 
to publish a paper, and Timothy 
G. Buchman, M.D., Ph.D., the 
Harry Edison Professor of Sur- 
gery, professor of anesthesiology 
and of medicine, with giving her 
advice on how to approach a 
career in surgery and for being the 
first person to put a surgical knife 
in her hand. 
"Amber is driven to succeed," 
Buchman says. "There are many 
obstacles — most minor, some 
major — to getting the work done 
on a busy surgical service. For 
Amber, failure is not an option. 
"She is mature beyond her 
years," Buchman continues. "It is 
immediately evident that her mili- 
tary experience seasoned her to 
manage complex situations and 
parallel problems. She is among 
the very best I have ever encoun- 
tered in the past 25 years, and her 
future as a leader is certain." 
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Cass juggles family, work to finish economics degree 
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN 
University College 
in Arts & Sciences 
Take a moment to remember 
what you were doing in 1978. 
If you are participating in 
today's Commencement cere- 
monies, there's a good chance you 
weren't born yet. And if you are 
one of today's proud parents, 
chances are your child wasn't even 
on your radar. 
But Brenda Cass was just start- 
ing college at Marquette Uni- 
versity. 
Now, nearly 30 years later, Cass 
is the recipient of a diploma from 
University College in Arts & Sci- 
ences, having earned a bachelor's 
degree in managerial economics. 
Nearly three decades ago, a 
funny thing happened on the way 





— the oldest of three children — 
helped her mother raise her two 
younger brothers. She worked on 
the side. And she had a child of 
her own. 
After taking some time off 
from school, she started taking 
part-time classes in general busi- 
ness at the University of Wiscon- 
sin-Milwaukee. And the rest is 
history. 
"While attending school part- 
time, I started my career in the 
brokerage industry at a small 
regional firm in Milwaukee," Cass 
says. "After several years of work- 
ing 60-70 hours a week, I was 
promoted to a management role. 
I eventually was promoted to di- 
rector and senior vice president of 
investment products." 
Then, the company relocated 
its operations to New Jersey, but 
she found herself preferring to 
The latest addition to Brenda Cass' family is 11-month-old grand- 
son Nijal Ford. "My strength comes primarily from my family mem- 
bers," she says. "They are always the catalyst that keeps me fo- 
cused on pursuing higher education." She says Nijal "is my inspi- 
ration to keep striving so that I can share with him positive experi- 
ences that will provide value in his life." 
remain in the Midwest. After 
18 years of Milwaukee life, she 
moved to Chesterfield, Mo., to 
take a position with Edward 
Jones, where she is a group leader 
of cash operations. 
Along the way, her interest in 
business grew and grew until she 
decided to make it the basis of 
her career — and her education. 
But it wasn't always so. 
"I can honestly say that earlier 
in my career, although I studied 
business, I did not start to em- 
brace the concepts until I was in 
my early 20s," she says. "I think 
it was when I opened my first 
401(k) statement after two years 
of investing my meager $20 a 
week and found that I had accu- 
mulated $6,000. 'Wow, maybe I 
should pay attention!' 
"Since then, even though I do 
not sell, I have become a licensed 
broker and been part of the de- 
velopment of several investment- 
product programs for various 
correspondents. I also discovered 
I had a talent for helping people 
achieve and improve their per- 
formance." 
After settling in with Edward 
Jones, she decided she wanted to 
complete her degree. Several of 
her co-workers recommended 
University College, and she found 
just what she was looking for. 
"I am a very pragmatic per- 
son, so consequently I was very 
pleased by the fact that classes 
were taught by industry profes- 
sionals with practical applica- 
tion," she says. 
"Classroom discussions were 
always useful and, just as impor- 
tant, I built some wonderful rela- 
tionships with classmates and 
instructors." 
Don't think that now, with 
one degree in hand, things will 
finally slow down for her. 
In fact, Cass might not want 
things to slow down. 
"The thing I love about Bren- 
da is her energy," University Col- 
lege adviser Jane Paris says. "She'll 
do whatever it takes to get it 
done. I've had advising appoint- 
ments with her while she's in an 
airport in Phoenix waiting for 
her rental car on a business trip. 
"She's committed to her edu- 
cation, her career and her family, 
and she manages everything with 
a really positive outlook." 
Cass anticipates pursuing an 
advanced degree at WUSTL in 
the next few years, and with sev- 
eral semesters of college-level 
Spanish and French under her 
belt, she is strongly thinking of 
going back for a degree in one, if 
not both, languages. 
Oh, and she's a recent grand- 
mother, too, so not all of her 
time will be occupied with 
school or work. 
"Staying focused is hard when 
you juggle multiple priorities," 
she says. "It requires a great deal 
of mental discipline and personal 
sacrifices in my life. 
"My strength comes primarily 
from my family members. They 
are always the catalyst that keeps 
me focused on pursuing higher 
education. 
"My mother, Betty Garrett, is 
the source of my uncompromis- 
ing work ethic. She taught me 
the value of giving your best in 
every effort that is important 
to you. 
"My daughter, Shaunda Cass, 
looks to me to set an example 
and believes in whatever I do. 
She taught me the importance of 
accepting people for who they 
are and that most of us are just 
'scared.' 
"And my grandson, Nijal 
Ford, the latest addition to my 
family, is my inspiration to keep 
striving so that I can share with 
him positive experiences that will 
provide value in his life." 
Polonsky sees life plan come into focus with J.D. 
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN 
Despite growing up in the area 
with the highest concentra- 
tion of quality colleges and 
universities in the United States, 
Sasha E. Polonsky decided to head 
west — way west — for her 
undergraduate work. 
She forsook Boston for the 
sunny climes of Palo Alto, Calif., 
and Stanford University. 
"(Stanford) seemed like it 
would be the 
most fun and 
School of Law have the most 
innovative cur- 
riculum," Polonsky says. "The East 
Coast certainly offers a lot by way 
of education, but the palm trees 
seduced me away from ivy and 
brick 
"California was a big change 
and a different lifestyle. It seemed 
like a chance for an adventure." 
It's that sort of outside-the-box 
thinking that also led her to con- 
centrate solely on law at Washing- 
ton University. After spending 
three years in strategy consulting 
in California, Polonsky decided to 
attend law school and will gradu- 
ate with a juris doctoris today. 
"The research aspect of strate- 
gy consulting was very interesting 
to me," Polonsky says. "I liked 
interfacing with clients, explain- 
ing growth opportunities and 
having to reconcile data from sev- 
eral different sources. Less inter- 
esting to me was operating from 
a position of little expertise. 
"That experience led me to 
believe the research aspects and 
the analytical aspects of law 
would be a better fit." 
So she applied to Washington 
University, ostensibly to do a 
joint-degree program to earn 
a J.D. and a master's in East Asian 
Sasha E. Polonsky (center) of the School of Law hams it up as she and classmates Anne Andrews (left) 
and Cindy Ricks sing karaoke at a local nightspot. But don't think Polonsky is all fun and games. "Sa- 
sha Polonsky is one of the most remarkable law students whom I have ever met," says Joel Seligman, 
J.D., former dean of the WUSTL law school and now president of the University of Rochester. "She has 
been a terrific law student and will be an outstanding lawyer," he adds. 
Studies in Arts 8c Sciences. 
But soon thereafter, she decid- 
ed to focus completely on law. 
And it turned out to be a good 
decision. 
In her time at the University, 
she has served as editor in chief 
of the Washington University Law 
Quarterly; was a graduate student 
representative to the Board of 
Trustees; served on the moot 
court team; and won the Golden 
Gavel award for the best oral 
argument in the Wiley Rutledge 
Moot Court Competition. 
She also served on an advisory 
committee in the search for a law 
school dean after former Dean 
Joel Seligman, J.D., resigned to 
become president of the Univer- 
sity of Rochester. 
And on the side, she found time 
to serve as coordinator of a Red 
Cross program in International 
Humanitarian Law — the only 
program of its kind in the United 
States, and one that is being 
looked at by other schools as a 
model program. 
"Sasha Polonsky is one of the 
most remarkable law students 
whom I have ever met," Seligman 
says. "During her first few weeks at 
the School of Law, I became aware 
of her background in strategic 
consulting. She soon began work- 
ing with the law school strategic 
planning effort, chaired by Dan 
Keating, and made marvelous 
contributions. 
"Over time, I have also come to 
appreciate her acumen for the law. 
She has been a terrific law student 
and will be an outstanding lawyer." 
Looking back on her time at the 
University, she realizes things are 
slowly falling into place. 
"In retrospect, I can reconcile 
my path as part of a master plan, 
although I never knew exactly 
where the path would lead," Po- 
lonsky says. 
"Law was a perfect fit with my 
learning style. The interactive 
nature of law instruction requires 
constant class preparation. We all 
have to be accountable for what 
we say. 
"The performance pressure was a 
huge motivator, which I didn't have 
in college (as an undergraduate)." 
Her accountability will be put to 
the test, as she has been offered a 
job by Davis Polk 8c Wardwell in 
New York — the same firm she 
interned with in summer 2005. 
However, the firm will delay the 
offer for one year so she can take 
advantage of a rare opportunity. 
Following Commencement, Polon- 
sky will clerk for Chief Justice Mar- 
garet Marshall of the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts. 
"She's from South Africa and was 
very active in student rallies and 
protests against apartheid in the 
1960s," Polonsky says. "She takes a 
very interesting approach as a justice 
in Massachusetts in terms of inter- 
preting the state constitution in the 
context of rights and civil liberties, 
which is more expansive than the 
United States Constitution. 
"I'm really looking forward to it. 
Justice Marshall is a judicial stand- 
out, and defends very progressive 
decisions as strict interpretation of 
the law. I expect to learn a great deal 
from her about life as well as law." 
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Music and physics ring in true harmony for Mertz 
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR 
College of 
Arts & Sciences 
Astrophysics and music. At 
first glance, these two fields 
may appear to have nothing 
in common, but Aaron Mertz has 
managed to meld them quite har- 
moniously during his undergrad- 
uate career at the University. 
Mertz, who will graduate today 
with a double major in physics 
and American Culture Studies 
and a minor in German, all in 
Arts & Sciences, has played the 
cello since elementary school. It's 
a passion he has wholeheartedly 
pursued during his time at the 
University, despite rigorous aca- 
demic demands. 
The Palatine, 111., native was a 






orchestras, including the "Florence 
Trio" with his two best friends — 
James Wang and Sheena Chew. He 
also plays in a string quartet called 
"Quartet Aria," which performs at 
campus receptions and St. Louis- 
area weddings. 
"In one of my introductory 
physics courses, we studied sound, 
the various harmonics and over- 
tones in simple models like 
strings and open pipes," Mertz 
says. "I was able to go home and 
demonstrate some of those phe- 
nomena on my cello. It was par- 
ticularly exciting for me to see 
that in action firsthand." 
"Aaron is the only student I can 
remember in my teaching career 
with whom I was able to discuss 
Christo's The Gates in Central 
Park, 1950s models of nuclear 
physics and Native American bas- 
ketry," says Angela L. Miller, Ph.D., 
director of graduate studies in the 
Despite the University's rigorous academic demands and his dou- 
ble major, Aaron Mertz continued his musical passion by playing in 
the Washington University Symphony Orchestra and several cham- 
ber orchestras. "Aaron is the only student I can remember In my 
teaching career with whom I was able to discuss Christo's The 
Gates in Central Park, 1950s models of nuclear physics and Native 
American basketry," says Angela L. Miller, Ph.D., of the Department 
of Art History and Archaeology in Arts & Sciences. 
Department of Art History and 
Archaeology in Arts & Sciences. 
"And his intellectual interests and 
curiosities are absolutely genuine. 
These various interests feed one 
another and fuel Aaron's creative 
thinking." 
Although he has been playing 
cello since he was very young, 
Mertz didn't discover his love for 
physics until high school. 
"I'd always enjoyed mathemat- 
ics, but what I loved about phy- 
sics was that it could explain the 
inherent beauty in the world 
quantitatively," he says. 
At the University, Mertz spent 
time working in the Laboratory 
for Space Sciences with Thomas 
Bernatowicz, Ph.D., professor of 
physics in Arts & Sciences, using 
meteorites to study the composi- 
tion of stars. 
"Our solar system has a fairly 
uniform composition in terms of 
isotopes," Mertz says. "For exam- 
ple, there are different types of 
carbon or different types of oxy- 
gen uniformly distributed 
throughout our solar system. 
"In meteorites, there exist very 
small grains that have anomalous 
isotopic compositions. Because 
these don't match the rest of our 
solar system, we know they could 
not have originated in our solar 
system but rather in stellar events 
that occurred before the birth 
of our solar system 4.6 billion 
years ago. 
"So instead of using telescopes 
like astronomers would use to 
study stars, we use microscopes to 
analyze these very small portions 
of meteorites, actual Stardust," 
he adds. 
To further hone his skills in 
physics and German, Mertz spent 
summer 2005 working in a lab at 
the Max Planck Institute for Ex- 
traterrestrial Physics in Munich, 
Germany. 
"It was a great opportunity 
for me to combine my physics 
research with my study of the 
German language," he says. 
"Aaron Mertz has always 
amazed me not only with his 
intellectual ability but also with 
his enthusiasm for intellectual 
development," says Peter Kastor, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of his- 
tory and of American Culture 
Studies, both in Arts & Sciences. 
"The intellectual energy and col- 
laborative spirit he has brought 
to his undergraduate work re- 
flects a truly imaginative mind 
and a deep commitment to mak- 
ing a contribution to the Univer- 
sity's mission of creating a com- 
munity of learning." 
When not studying stars or 
playing cello, Mertz found time 
to serve as a student representa- 
tive to the Board of Trustees and 
as president of the ArtSci Coun- 
cil, the undergraduate student 
association of the College of Arts 
& Sciences. 
"My student-colleagues and I 
have tried to enhance cultural 
and intellectual development on 
campus for students," Mertz says, 
"in order to connect them with 
other students, with the faculty 
on campus and with some cul- 
tural highlights in the St. Louis 
area, such as the Saint Louis 
Symphony Orchestra, the art 
museum, the botanical garden 
— things that students might not 
take the initiative to encounter 
on their own." 
He came to WUSTL knowing 
he wanted to study physics, but 
"the University allowed me the 
flexibility to pursue serious work 
in the humanities and to contin- 
ue my music even though I was 
not a music major." 
"I've made a wonderful group 
of friends and the faculty has 
been incredible to me," he says. 
"Some of the most rewarding 
experiences I've had here have 
been outside the classroom with 
faculty who've been willing to 
push me beyond my limits and 
engage me in serious ways." 
Dhanju hopes to be an agent of social change in India 
George Warren Brown 
School of Social Work 
BY JESSICA MARTEN 
Growing up in 10 states across 
India, Richa Dhanju saw 
"immense disparity amongst 
people and between men and 
women." But it wasn't until she 
was pursuing an undergraduate 
degree in philosophy at Lady Sri 
Ram College for Women in New 
Delhi that she started examining 
these differences. 
"Women's secondary status and 
role in the patriarchal Indian soci- 
ety left me thinking about possi- 
bilities of academically under- 
standing the interconnection 
between the politics, economics 
and culture of a society," says 
Dhanju, who will graduate today 






Dhanju previously earned a 
master's degree in social welfare 
administration at Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences in Mumbai. 
Before she continued her edu- 
cation in the United States, Dhan- 
ju got some grass-roots experience 
working with Parivartan, an In- 
dian people's movement focusing 
on issues of transparency and 
accountability in government. 
"We were working in almost 
all the resettlement colonies and 
slums of Delhi," she says, "in order 
to ensure that the government 
would be held accountable to its 
common people — the poorest 
people who weren't receiving the 
basic necessities that were sup- 
posed to be provided by the state 
'on paper' but were missing in 
actuality 
"We were instrumental in shak- 
ing up the state from its slumber. 
Richa Dhanju (left, rear) plays with a group of schoolchildren on her way to visit the remote village of 
Kung Elek In Kyrgyzstan. "Richa really pushes herself to understand people from their perspective," 
says Peter Hovmand, Ph.D., assistant professor of social-work. " ... She has a way of drawing that per- 
spective out through her stories and writing on the conversations she has had with people." 
"After a year, I felt the need to 
go beyond India. I decided to study 
in the U.S. to gain a more global 
perspective on issues that impact 
women." 
During her first year at the 
School of Social Work, Dhanju 
dove into her academic concentra- 
tions: social and economic devel- 
opment. 
"From the moment that I arrived 
at the school, I felt like I was able to 
explore my true interests and under- 
stand the nuances of development 
in India within the larger interna- 
tional context," she says. 
"The student body and teachers 
at the School of Social Work create 
a positive learning environment 
where you can see how each coun- 
try and its development is so 
interlinked with the rest of the 
world." 
"Richa really pushes herself to 
understand people from their per- 
spective," says Peter Hovmand, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of social 
work. "She asks deep questions 
about how we understand words 
like 'empowerment' or 'feminism' 
across a variety of contexts. 
"She also challenges us to see 
people from their perspective, and 
she has a way of drawing that per- 
spective out through her stories 
and writing on the conversations 
she has had with people." 
Dhanju considers Hovmand 
one of the strongest influences on 
her studies and future career. 
"He has helped me to under- 
stand how one can bridge the gap 
between academia and reality 
beyond the book," she says. 
"He has been extremely en- 
couraging with new ideas for 
research and work." 
She also is grateful for the gui- 
dance and encouragement of Li- 
Mei Chen, Ph.D., assistant profes- 
sor of social work, and Gautam 
Yadama, Ph.D., associate pro- 
fessor and director of Internation- 
al Programs at the School of 
Social Work. 
Dhanju knew that she would 
spend much of her program's sec- 
ond year in an international prac- 
ticum on women's issues. 
"Having lived and studied in In- 
dia and the U.S., I was eager to ex- 
plore new nation-states that are 
struggling with social and economic 
imbalances," she says. 
With the help of Chen, Dhanju 
found projects with the Central Asia 
Alliance for Water, based in Osh, 
Kyrgyzstan, and the International 
Secretariat for Water, based in 
Ferghana, Uzbekistan. 
She spent most of her time in 
these villages, but she also met with 
student groups and debate clubs 
and attended traditional festivities. 
"Each day brought new and differ- 
ent experiences," Dhanju says. 
"While talking about women's 
status and role in the Kyrgyz/Uzbek 
society, I was amazed to learn that 
there were no words in the local 
language that could capture the 
meaning of 'feminism,' 'empower- 
ment,' 'intellectual independence' 
and the like. It was fascinating for 
me to hear from several women 
how it was the first time in their 
lives that they were being asked 
"about themselves as individuals and 
as women." 
After graduation, Dhanju plans 
to work in the United States and 
then India for a few years before 
returning to the States to pursue a 
doctorate in sociocultural anthro- 
pology. 
"My time here has further 
strengthened my desire to return to 
India with the skills to be active as 
an agent of social and economic 
change at the grass roots," she says, 
"and as an academician who prac- 
tices what she learns from the text 
and who demands theory be as 
practical as it can be." 
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Mind, body & soul: Traub rounds out math doctorate 
BY MARTHA M. EVERETT 
Graduate 
School of 
Arts & Sciences 
Similar to the mathematical 
triangulations Cindy Traub 
studies, her life revolves 
around three points: brain, body 
and spirit. 
The first Department of Math- 
ematics in Arts & Sciences recipi- 
ent of the Mr. & Mrs. Spencer T. 
Olin Fellowship for Women in 
Graduate Study, Traub will receive 
a doctorate in mathematics from 
the Graduate School of Arts & 
Sciences today. But some of her 
most rewarding and challenging 
graduate experiences came out- 
side the classroom. 
Through community outreach 
and participa- 




found the right equation to com- 
bine her varied interests. 
Traub knew she wanted to 
teach math'when she was a high- 
school sophomore in her home- 
town of Indianapolis. 
"I've always been interested in 
math," she says. "It's fun." 
While some might not use that 
word to describe topological ef- 
fects related to minimum-weight 
Steiner triangulations — the sub- 
ject of her doctoral thesis — 
Traub's interest in the field is 
something of a family tradition. 
Her mother holds a degree in 
biology, and her great-grandfa- 
ther, father and one of her two 
older brothers are engineers. 
"We've got the math and science 
flavor in our family," Traub says. 
Though she set out to concen- 
trate solely on her studies when 
she came to the University in 
Cindy Traub (right, rear) helped organize a volunteer group that built a wheelchair ramp for Patricia 
Allen's sons, (from left) Patrick Pickett, Tony Allen and D.J. Allen. Lynn Bird of the University's Catholic 
Student Center says that if it hadn't been for Traub, the ramp project "would not have happened. She's 
unaware of her impact. It's powerful, but understated. Our community has been so enriched by her." 
2001, Traub found she couldn't 
put aside her desire to help oth- 
ers. "I felt compelled," she says. "I 
needed to get involved." 
Such thinking is typical of 
Traub, says Lynn Bird, campus 
minister for graduate students at 
the University's Catholic Student 
Center, where Traub was involved 
for five years. 
"She's not someone who sits 
on the sidelines; she is someone 
who gets involved," Bird says. 
"She brings people together. Her 
excitement generates excitement" 
In addition to her collaborative 
research, Traub mentored area 
high-school and junior-high- 
school students through the 
"Math Circles" program of Steven 
Krantz, Ph.D., professor of mathe- 
matics, and was a teaching assis- 
tant, winning the 2004 Robert H. 
McDowell Award for Excellence 
in the Teaching of Mathematics. 
But she also set out to make a 
difference beyond her studies. 
She organized a group of 12 
volunteer students and communi- 
ty members to travel to Clint- 
wood, Va., in an economically de- 
pressed Appalachian Mountain 
area. Building on work Traub be- 
gan as an undergraduate at Saint 
Mary's College of Notre Dame, 
Ind., she and the group spent a 
week building a wheelchair ramp 
for a senior citizen and a carport 
for another resident. 
"You learn a lot about much 
more than how to build things," 
Traub says. "It was so exciting to 
share that experience. You get 
hooked by it." 
So hooked that Traub and oth- 
ers in the group began to explore 
doing similar work in the St. Louis 
area In December 2004, an oppor- 
tunity presented itself through a 
contact at the St. Louis Office for 
Mental Retardation and/or Devel- 
opmental Disability Resources, 
which was working with the family 
of a 13-year-old boy with cerebral 
palsy. They needed a wheelchair 
ramp at their home. 
Members of the group reunited 
and raised the manpower, materials 
and $3,500 to finish the project. 
"If she had not taken it on, it 
would not have happened," Bird 
says. "She's unaware of her impact. 
It's powerful, but understated. Our 
community has been so enriched 
by her." 
Traub humbly credits others 
for that impact. 
"When you have everything, it's 
not that difficult of a task," Traub 
says. "It's not research math." 
After graduation, Traub will do 
a postdoctoral fellowship at the 
Mathematical Sciences Research 
Institute in Berkeley, Calif. Then 
in January, she'll assume a tenure- 
track teaching position at St. 
Mary's College of Maryland. 
"She's challenged herself and 
come out on top," Bird says. "The 
students whom she works with 
will be better for it." 
As Traub leaves behind a com- 
munity better for her presence, she 
takes with her a life lesson. 
"No task is too large to be ac- 
complished by committed individ- 
uals," she says. "There are always 
opportunities to do remarkable 
things if you're passionate about 
them." 
Survant seeks out 'new ways of seeing* in his designs 
BY LIAM OTTEN 
rtfrc 
rchitecture," Goethe 
^famously observed, "is 
rozen music." 
Yet for many contemporary 
architects, increasing sensitivity to 
natural phenomena such as light 
and shadow — as well as the 
development of technologically 
advanced materials such as mo- 
tion sensors and solar panels — is 
transforming Goethe's equation. 
The music, so to speak, is be- 
ginning to flow free. Tyler Sur- 
vant, who will receive an under- 
graduate degree from the Sam 
Fox School of Design & Visual 
Arts' College of Architecture 
today, has spent much of the last 





Ellis and Hillary 
Petrie, Survant 
recently entered 
"Light of To- 
morrow," a conceptual design 
competition sponsored by 
VELUX, the European skylight 
manufacturer. 
"In some ways, natural light 
goes almost unnoticed in the city," 
Survant points out. "It's never real- 
ly captured or framed. The only 
times we're typically aware of nat- 
ural light are sunrise and sunset" 
The group's submission, titled 
"Urban Cloud," proposes a supple, 
semitransparent mesh designed to 
reflect, record and respond to sub- 
tie movements of the sun, clouds 
and sky. Inspired by the elastic, 
web-like geometry of fishnet 
stockings, the basic structure is 
adaptable to a variety of shapes 
and dimensions, from human- 
scale to the size of city blocks. 
(Prizes and awards for the com- 
Sam Fox School 







petition, totaling 30,000 euros 
(about $38,500), will be announ- 
ced Oct 23 during a ceremony at 
the Guggenheim Museum in Bil- 
bao, Spain.) 
"The grids are designed to be 
flexible," Survant explains. "They 
can be stretched or compressed, 
causing the grain to shift, or they 
can curl back over one another to 
layer space. Depending on climat- 
ic conditions and the angle of the 
sun, you get different effects, dif- 
ferent shadows, different qualities 
of light. 
"Those ethereal qualities are 
hard to translate into real form," 
he adds, noting that the VELUX 
competition is, after all, dedicated 
to theoretical design, not practical 
application. 
"That's the challenge of this 
ABOVE: This image was part of 
the entry for Tyler Survant's 
team in "Light of Tomorrow," a 
speculative design competition 
sponsored by VELUX, a Euro- 
pean skylight manufacturer. The 
image demonstrates how the 
"Urban Cloud" might capture 
light on an urban scale. 
LEFT: Survant works in Givens 
Hall with a model. 
kind of project. It's the difference 
between a poem and an essay. An 
essay explains; a poem remains 
evocative." 
Survant is keenly attuned to 
the similarities and shared con- 
cerns — structure, proportion, 
harmony — that link architecture 
and music. 
Growing up in Lexington, Ky., 
he was an accomplished trumpet 
player, and in high school he per- 
formed with a variety of ensem- 
bles, winning the Lexington Phil- 
harmonic Band Award, the John 
Phillip Sousa Award and the 
Governor's Scholar Scholarship. 
At the University, Survant 
served as a Student Union senator 
for Architecture and as secretary 
and vice president for the Archi- 
tecture Student Council. He 
worked as an art handler for the 
Sam Fox School's Mildred Lane 
Kemper Art Museum. 
He also spent three semesters as 
a teaching assistant for the soph- 
omore studio "Intro to Design 
Processes," working with Heather 
Woofter, assistant professor of 
architecture, and Pia Sarpaneva, 
visiting associate professor of 
architecture. 
"Tyler is an amazing student," 
says Woofter, who also served as 
faculty adviser for the VELUX 
entry. "He's very articulate gra- 
phically and his work is very 
thoughtful. Yet he also has the 
capacity to work with different 
viewpoints, to find the connec- 
tions between them and to make 
those connections his own. That 
synthesis is remarkable." 
Survant himself muses, "Repre- 
sentation goes beyond just convey- 
ing ideas to someone else. Repre- , 
sentation helps you to understand 
the idea itself. It's about learning 
through making — about building 
a visual language that allows you 
to discover new concepts and new 
ways of seeing." 
After graduation, Survant plans 
to remain in St. Louis for at least a 
year before enrolling in graduate 
school. He'd also like to continue 
developing projects and ideas with 
his VELUX collaborators, with an 
eye toward entering more concep- 
tual competitions. 
"This is kind of a transitional 
time," he says. "I would love to 
design buildings, but I also don't 
want to be limited to one path. I'm 
interested in teaching, in furniture 
designs, in architectural writing, in 
conceptual design. 
"I'm beginning to think less 
about particular mediums and 
more about the ideas," Survant 
concludes. "It's about having a 
question that you address in your 
work" 
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easy ones. Unlike his predecessor, 
Margaret Thatcher, Major led the 
Conservative Party with only slim 
majorities in Parliament. 
Nevertheless, on May 1, 1997, 
he handed over one of the strong- 
est economies any incoming gov- 
ernment had inherited, with The 
Daily Telegraph in London observ- 
ing, "John Major leaves a richer 
legacy than any of his predeces- 
sors." 
Since leaving office, Major con- 
tinues working to secure peace in 
Northern Ireland, lending his sup- 
port to Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
On New Year's Day 1999, he was 
awarded one of the United King- 
dom's greatest honors: The Com- 
panion of Honour, bestowed on 
him by Queen Elizabeth in recog- 
nition of his initiation of the 
Northern Ireland Peace Process. 
Also at Commencement, hon- 
orary degrees will be awarded to: 
• Aaron J. Ciechanover, M.D., 
D.Sc, a Distinguished Research 
Professor at the Technion-Israel 
Institute of Technology in Haifa 
and co-recipient of the 2004 No- 
bel Prize in chemistry, doctor of 
science; 
• Anna Crosslin, president and 
chief executive officer, St. Louis' 
International Institute, doctor of 
humanities; 
• Steve Fossett, the first person 
to fly nonstop around the world 
solo in a balloon, doctor of 
science; 
• Henry Louis Gates Jr., Ph.D., 
the W.E.B. DuBois Professor of 
the Humanities and chair of the 
Department of African and Afri- 
can American Studies at Harvard 
University, doctor of humane let- 
ters; and 
• John F. McDonnell, retired 
chairman of the board of McDon- 
nell Douglas Corp. and current 
vice chairman of WUSTL's Board 
of Trustees, doctor of science. 
The ceremony 
Commencement will begin with 
the traditional academic proces- 
sion into the Quad, which will be 
led by honorary grand marshal 
James W. Davis, Ph.D., professor 
emeritus of political science in 
Arts & Sciences, director of the 
Richard A. Gephardt Institute for 
Public Service and Robert S. 
Brookings Fellow. 
Davis has probably served in as 
Beaumont Pavilion In Brookings Quadrangle is the focal point of 
the University's Commencement traditions. 
many critical campus positions as 
anyone in institutional memory. 
A teacher, mentor, scholar, 
writer, colleague, leader and 
guide, Davis has taught or team- 
taught courses in four schools 
on the Hilltop Campus. Since he 
joined the faculty in 1968, he has 
been associate provost (1978- 
1980), associate dean of the Col- 
lege of Arts 8c Sciences (1978- 
1980), vice chancellor for student 
affairs and admissions (1980-86) 
and acting dean of the School of 
Fine Arts (1989). 
As director of the Teaching 
Center (1996-2002), Davis helped 
launch a range of new academic 
assistance and consultation servic- 
es that enhance the teaching skills 
of graduate teaching assistants and 
faculty members. As faculty asso- 
ciate in Small Group Housing, he 
and his wife, Jean, provided in- 
house counseling and "meet the 
professor" dinners for dozens of 
students residing in what is now 
known as The Village. 
Since February 2005, he has 
served as director and Robert S. 
Brookings Fellow at the Gephardt 
Institute, a new initiative that 
provides educational programs 
and support to students and oth- 
ers pursuing volunteer and career 
opportunities in the public-serv- 
ice arena. 
A native of Chillicothe, Mo., 
Davis earned a bachelor's degree 
in American government, with 
honors, in 1957 from Harvard 
College. He earned a master's 
degree in public administration 
(1962) and a doctorate in politi- 
cal science (1964) from the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 
Also at Commencement, ap- 
proximately 125 alumni from the 
Class of 1956, celebrating their 
50th reunion, will march in the 
opening procession. 
For the 26th consecutive Com- 
mencement, the program will be- 
gin with music by The Mighty 
Mississippi Concert Band of St. 
Louis, under the direction of Dan 
Presgrave, music director/conduc- 
tor of the University Symphony 
Orchestra, the University Wind 
Ensemble and The Saint Louis 
Wind Symphony. 
Elise LaBarge, who will receive 
a master of music in vocal per- 
formance degree in Arts & Sci- 
ences, will sing "America the 
Beautiful." 
Sagar K. Ravi, president of the 
senior class, will deliver the stu- 
dent Commencement greeting 
(see article, Page 1). 
Conferral of academic degrees 
will follow, with the deans of each 
of the schools and Edward S. Ma- 
rias, Ph.D., executive vice chancel- 
lor, dean of Arts fir-Sciences and 
the Barbara and David Thomas 
Distinguished Professor in Arts & 
Sciences, assisting Wrighton. 
After the conferral of degrees, 
Wrighton will deliver his message 
to the Class of 2006. 
Philip Touchette, who will 
receive a master of music in vocal 
performance degree, will con- 
clude the ceremony by singing 
the "Alma Mater." 
Afterward, the University's 
schools will hold receptions for 
graduates and their guests. 
Violent Weather Plan 
The decision for implement- 
ing the Violent Weather 
Plan will be made by 7 a.m. 
May 19. 
Major local radio and TV 
stations will be given the infor- 
mation, and it will appear on 
wustl.edu and be announced 
through campus e-mail. 
Commencement speakers 
Mi I ore than a dozen distin- guished individuals will speak at Commence- 
ment-related events for gradu- 
ates and their friends and fa- 
milies. 
John Major, former prime 
minister of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, will deliver the 
address at the main Commence- 
ment ceremony; 8:30 a.m. in 
Brookings Quadrangle. 
Other speakers are: 
• John D. Antes, president of 
Progress West Healthcare Center 
in O'Fallon, Mo., and 1994 
WUSTL health administration 
alumnus, for the Health Admin- 
istration Program; noon today 
at the Sheraton Clayton Plaza 
Hotel, 7730 Bonhomme Ave. 
• Aaron J. Ciechanover, 
M.D., D.Sc, a 2004 Nobel Prize 
winner in chemistry and Distin- 
guished Research Professor at 
Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology in Haifa, for the 
Graduate School of Arts 8c Sci- 
ences; immediately following the 
main Commencement ceremony 
in Edison Theatre. 
• Headier Corcoran, assistant 
professor of art in the Sam Fox 
School of Design 8c Visual Arts, 
for the College of Art/Graduate 
School of Art Recognition Cere- 
mony; 7 p.m. May 18 in Graham 
Chapel. 
• Anna Crosslin, president 
and chief executive officer of St. 
Louis' International Institute, for 
the George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work; immediately fol- 
lowing the main Commencement 
ceremony in Graham Chapel. 
• Arnold W. Donald, presi- 
dent and chief executive officer 
of the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation International and 
WUSTL trustee, for the Henry 
Edwin Sever Graduate School of 
Engineering & Applied Science; 
2 p.m. today in Edison Theatre. 
• Paul Farmer, M.D., Ph.D., 
the Presley Professor of Medical 
Anthropology in the Department 
of Social Medicine at Harvard 
Medical School, for the School 
of Medicine; 3 p.m. today in 
America's Center, downtown 
St. Louis. 
• Ursula W. Goodenough, 
Ph.D., professor of biology in 
Arts 8c Sciences, for the College 
of Arts 8c Sciences; 4:30 p.m. May 
18 in the Athletic Complex. 
• Jim Harris, associate profes- 
sor of architecture in the Sam 
Fox School of Design 8c Visual 
Arts, for the College of Architec- 
ture/Graduate School of Archi- 
tecture 8c Urban Design Diploma 
Ceremony; immediately follow- 
ing the main Commencement 
ceremony in the Brookings 
Drive Mall. 
• Ben Massey Jr., president of 
the American Physical Therapy 
Association, for the Program in 
Physical Therapy; 2 p.m. today 
in the Sheldon Concert Hall, 
3648 Washington Ave. 
• Trina Shanks, assistant pro- 
fessor at the University of Michi- 
gan School of Social Work and 
2003 Olin School of Business 
alum, for the Olin School Un- 
dergraduate Diploma and 
Awards Ceremony; immediately 
following the main Commence- 
ment ceremony in the Athletic 
Complex. 
• Robert Skandalaris, chair- 
man and founder of Noble In- 
ternational, for the Olin School 
of Business' Graduate Diploma 
and Awards Ceremony; 3 p.m. 
today in the Athletic Complex. 
• Kent D. Syverud, J.D., dean 
of the School of Law and the 
Ethan A.H. Shepley University 
Professor, for the School of Law; 
12:30 p.m. today in Brookings 
Quadrangle. 
• S. Eric Westacott, attorney 
with Rynearson, Suess, Schnur- 
busch 8c Champion LLC in 
St. Louis, for the Program in 
Occupational Therapy; 1 p.m. 
today in Graham Chapel. 
• Chancellor Mark S. Wrigh- 
ton, for the School of Engi- 
neering 8c Applied Science 
Recognition Ceremony; 1:30 
p.m. May 18 in the Athletic 
Complex. 
— Neil Schoenherr 
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of Research, Technology 8c Entre- 
preneurial Exchange (CORTEX) 
and the Center for Emerging 
Technologies. 
All sessions will take place at 
the Eric P. Newman Education 
Center on the Medical Campus. 
This special symposium stems 
from work done about a year ago 
with the Council on Competi- 
tiveness to assess and encourage 
innovation in the St. Louis re- 
gion. Chancellor Mark S. Wrigh- 
ton and David W. Kemper, chair- 
man, chief executive officer and 
president of Commerce Banc- 
shares, and chairman of the Uni- 
versity's Board of 
Trustees, co- _____ 
chaired the work 
done collabora- 





to take steps to 
encourage a cul- 
ture of entrepre- 
neurship. 
"We want to 
bring together a 
diverse group of 
people to discuss 
the continuum 
from an innova- 
tive idea in a lab to the develop- 
ment of startup companies," 
Wrighton said. 
Marshall and his colleague, J. 
Robin Warren, jointly received 
the Nobel Prize for discovering 
that stomach ulcers are caused 
by bacteria, not stress or lifestyle 
as long thought. 
He oversees Australia's Na- 
tional Health and Medical Re- 
search Council's Helicobacter 
pylori research laboratory in 
Western Australia and is chief 
executive and chief scientist of 
Ondek Biologic Delivery Systems. 
When Marshall first presented 
his theory, he was ridiculed by 
the medical establishment and 
resented by the pharmaceutical 
industry. When animal testing of 
his theory proved inconclusive, he 
infected himself with H. pylori to 
prove it was the cause of ulcers 
and gastritis. 
As a result of his work, H. 
pylori is now recognized as a 
major factor in the development 
of stomach cancer. 
On May 31, Chancellor 
Emeritus William H. Danforth 
"We want to bring 
together a diverse 
group of people to 
discuss the continuum 
from an innovative 
idea in a lab 
to the development 
of startup companies.'' 
MARK S. WRIGHTON 
will moderate a session on re- 
search institutes, which will fea- 
ture panelists William B. Neaves, 
Ph.D., president and chief exe- 
cutive officer of the Stowers 
Institute for Medical Research, 
and Roger N. Beachy, Ph.D., presi- 
dent and director of the Donald 
Danforth Plant Science Center. 
Dan Getman, Ph.D., vice presi- 
dent of global pharmaceutical 
research and development for 
Pfizer Inc., will moderate a session 
on business-academic alliances. 
Panelists will be Lesa Mitchell, 
vice president for advancing inno- 
vation at the Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation, and B.J. 
Bormann, Ph.D., vice president of 
strategic alliances at Pfizer. 
Samuel A. Wickline, M.D., pro- 
fessor of medicine and co-founder 
of Kereos Inc., will 
be the lunchtime 
speaker. 
After lunch, 
John F. McDon- 
nell, vice chair- 
man of the 
University's 
Board of Trustees, 
will moderate a 
response panel 




Ph.D., vice chan- 
cellor for research 
and professor of 
finance at the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis; 
Donald G. Brennan, Ph.D., dean 
of the Saint Louis University 
Graduate School, associate pro- 
vost for research and professor of 
communication sciences and dis- 
orders; 
Theodore J. Cicero, Ph.D., vice 
chancellor for research and pro- 
fessor of psychiatry and of anato- 
my and neurobiology at WUSTL; 
and James S. Coleman, Ph.D., vice 
provost for research and professor 
of biological sciences at the 
University of Missouri-Columbia. 
J.J. Stupp, co-founder and chief 
financial officer of Exegy, will 
moderate the final session on ven- 
ture capital. Panelists will include 
Thomas C. Melzer, co-founder 
and managing director of River- 
Vest; Brian L. Clevinger, Ph.D., co- 
founder and managing director of 
Prolog; and Raul E. Perez, M.D., 
president of Oakwood Medical 
Investors. 
The event is free and open to 
the public; reservations are re- 
quired. For more information or 
to register, call 286-0039 or go 
online to innovation.wustl.edu. 
Obituary 
Rosenberger, senior professor of 
computer science & engineering 
Fred U. Rosenberger, D.Sc, senior 
professor of computer science 
and engineering in the School of 
Engineering 8c Applied Science, 
died Sunday, May 14,2006, of pan- 
creatic cancer at Bethesda Dilworth 
nursing home in St. Louis County. 
He was 66. 
Born in Baden, Pa., he earned a 
bachelor's degree in electrical engi- 
neering from Washington Univer- 
sity in 1961 and a master's degree 
in electrical engineering from New 
York University in 1963. Rosenber- 
ger returned to WUSTL and 
earned a doctor of science degree 
in electrical engineering in 1969. 
From 1961-66, he was a techni- 
cal staff member at Bell Telephone 
Laboratories in New Jersey. 
Rosenberger joined Washington 
University in 1966 as a research 
assistant in the Computer Systems 
Laboratory, later serving as re- 
search engineer, assistant director 
and associate director. 
From 1984-2001, he was an 
associate professor for the Institute 
for Biomedical Computing and the 
Department of Electrical Engine- 
ering. He became associate profes- 
sor in the Department of Computer 
Science and Engineering in 2002. 
In 2005, he was appointed sen- 
ior professor in the School of En- 
gineering 8c Applied Science. 
In the 1960s, Rosenberger 
played a central role in many of 
the Computer Systems Laboratory 
activities, such as the development 
of macromodules. He also played 
a key role in the early Very Large 
Scale Integration efforts at WUSTL 
in the late 1970s. 
In recent years, he was involved 
in several St. Louis startup compa- 
nies, including Celox Networks 
and Ageia. 
Rosenberger was also an avid 
bicyclist, volleyball player, bridge 
player and world traveler. 
Survivors include his wife of 45 
years, Elizabeth "Betty" Rosen- 
berger; two daughters, Lisa Balbes 
and Laura Esswein; a son, Frederick 
Rosenberger; two sisters, Martha 
Rosenberger and Helen Leblanc; a 
brother, John Rosenberger; and 
nine grandchildren. 
The funeral service and inter- 
ment were May 17 at St. Peter 
Cemetery in Kirkwood, Mo. 
Memorial contributions may 
be made to the donor's choice. 
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It hasn't taken long for Mahen- 
dra Gupta, Ph.D., to get accli- 
mated to his new role at the 
Olin School of Business. One 
year into his term as dean, he 
is usually seen in a dapper suit and 
tie, a huge smile emerging from 
beneath his mustache as he greets 
people by name. All in all, he is the 
picture of professionalism. 
Gupta's success in academia is 
the result of following his intellec- 
tual curiosity. 
Just as business requires mak- 
ing some unusual choices to get 
ahead, Gupta's decision to leave 
India to pursue his academic de- 
grees was unconventional at 
the time. 
His father owned his own busi- 
ness, and Gupta was expected to 
work there. Instead, he felt com- 
pelled to study at a business school. 
Mahendra Gupta, Ph.D., dean of the Olin School of Business and the Geraldine J. and Robert L. Virgil 
Professor of Accounting and Management, enjoys a laugh with student Maria R. Rappaport in his office. 
"The business school is uniquely positioned to be agile and responsive to the needs of students, re- 
cruiters and the business community and to offer customized programs and services," Gupta says. 
Devising a winning strategy 
Dean Mahendra 
Gupta seeks to give 
business students 
the tools needed 
to solve complex 
problems 
After earning an undergraduate 
degree at Bombay University, Gup- 
ta decided to pursue an M.B.A. at 
Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh. The plan was to return 
to India and join the family busi- 
ness once he completed his degree. 
Gupta described his experience 
pursuing his M.B.A. as life-alter- 
ing. He had the opportunity to 
take some Ph.D.-level classes, 
which he enjoyed, but he believed 
he was not attracted to the aca- 
demic life. 
"When I graduated, many of 
my professors urged me to contin- 
ue my studies and earn a Ph.D.," 
says Gupta, now the Geraldine J. 
and Robert L. Virgil Professor of 
Accounting and Management. "I 
had taken several Ph.D. courses at 
Carnegie Mellon and had observed 
how hard the doctoral candidates 
worked. I couldn't imagine that for 
myself." 
As planned, Gupta returned to 
India, where he spent the next five 
years working in the family busi- 
ness as well as a few other busi- 
nesses. During that time, Gupta 
met and married his wife, Sunita, 
and they started their family. 
But the seeds planted by his 
Carnegie Mellon professors began 
to grow, and Gupta found himself 
looking into doctoral opportuni- 
ties in the United States. An offer 
from Stanford University turned 
the possibility of a Ph.D. into 
reality. 
Although their parents hoped 
the move would be short-lived, it 
was apparent once they landed in 
California that the family was 
there to stay. 
Gupta's family joins him at his fall 2005 installation 
as the Geraldine J. and Robert L. Virgil Professor of 
Accounting and Management: (from left) wife, Su- 
nita; son, Vivek; and daughter, Sumi. 
Gupta's research has focused on 
managerial accounting. He has 
studied cost management, per- 
formance management and the 
evaluation of efficiencies in serv- 
ice-delivery processes. He says the 
five years he worked as a manager 
in India turned out to be a critical 
experience for his future academic 
and administrative careers. 
"I learned a lot from the family 
business," he says. "I learned how 
to manage organizations. I learned 
how to manage people. I learned 
the realities of complex business 
decisions. 
"And I learned the importance 
of taking care of people within the 
organization to create the right 
culture for optimal performance." 
Gupta came to the Olin School 
of Business in 1990, having been 
recruited by Nick Dopuch, Ph.D., 
the Hubert C. and Dorothy R. 
Moog Professor of Accounting, 
and Robert L. Virgil, Ph.D., former 
dean and professor emeritus of 
accounting. 
"Mahendra is one of the hires 
I've been most proud of," Virgil 
says. "I remember meeting him 
when he interviewed at Olin. I was 
struck by his enthusiasm, his pas- 
sion for his research and for teach- 
ing. All of that was borne out 
eventually. 
"He has been involved in a 
number of things. We could count 
on him to shoulder the work and 
perform the service necessary to 
make Olin and Washington Uni- 
versity a better place." 
Gupta's track record proves 
Virgil's point. As a junior faculty 
member in 1996-97, he was the 
Marcile and James Reid Professor, 
an award bestowed annually by 
senior faculty in recognition of 
outstanding teaching and research. 
Students have honored Gupta by 
voting for him to receive the 
Reid Teaching Award seven times 
since 2001. 
"It's an absolute bummer that 
he won't be teaching anymore," 
says Rick Holton, a 2004 M.B.A. 
graduate and president of the 
Selling Block. "For me, his cost- 
accounting class was one of the 
most valuable classes I took. 
"He can do a lot more for the 
school as a whole than teaching 
that class — even though the new 
crop of students is going to miss 
the opportunity to experience his 
class." 
In 2003, Gupta increased his 
involvement in shaping the busi- 
ness school's future by taking on 
the role of senior associate dean. 
When Stuart I. Greenbaum, Ph.D., 
the Bank of America Professor of 
Managerial Leadership, announ- 
ced he was stepping down as dean 
in 2004, Gupta said it was a natu- 
ral progression for him to consid- 
er the position. 
"I wanted to contribute more 
to the success of our school and 
our students from a leadership 
role," Gupta says when asked why 
he wanted to be dean. "The re- 
sponsibility of senior associate 
dean gave me more opportunities 
to have an impact, and it gave me 
the experience and confidence to 
apply for this position." 
From the standpoint of the 
transition to a new dean, having 
Gupta in the position meant there 
wouldn't be the usual lag time it 
takes for a new dean to adjust to 
a new environment and new 
position. 
"We needed someone with 
enough common sense and expe- 
rience to be able to work with the 
faculty and sort through any is- 
sues that needed addressing and 
not lose a lot of time in terms of 
being able to initiate change," says 
Anjan Thakor, Ph.D., senior asso- 
ciate dean, the John E. Simon Pro- 
fessor of Finance and chair of the 
dean's search committee. 
"Our assessment of Mahendra 
is that he was sufficiently open- 
minded, and given his knowledge 
of the institution, he could sit 
down with faculty and all con- 
cerned stakeholders and figure 
out a strategy for change and for 
moving ahead." 
Gupta wasted no time in tack- 
ling some big issues. 
Under his guidance, faculty, 
staff, alumni and students have 
completely redesigned the Execu- 
tive M.B.A. program and intro- 
duced new courses into the M.B.A. 
program. Gupta has also set up a 
committee to examine how to 
improve the B.S.B.A. program. 
Gupta recognizes that not ev- 
erything in the school needed 
changing, but the best time to con- 
sider how to improve a product is 
when things are going relatively 
well, Gupta says. The way to begin 
the changes is to leverage the Olin 
School's biggest strength — world- 
class research and teaching. 
"The business school is 
uniquely positioned to be agile 
and responsive to the needs of 
students, recruiters and the busi- 
ness community and to offer cus- 
tomized programs and services," 
Gupta says. 
To that end, Gupta's initiatives 
focus on the school's new strategy: 
analytical rigor, creativity, innova- 
tion, global reach and experien- 
tial learning. The strategy is 
designed to imbue students with 
the ability to solve complex, un- 
structured business problems. 
Gupta says the strategy ad- 
dresses what many employers say 
is a gap in business students' crit- 
ical-thinking skills. 
The strategy also embraces 
innovation and creativity, which 
will encourage cross-University 
partnerships and drive changes in 
program curricula. Gupta says a 
multidisciplinary course in inno- 
vation is already under construc- 
tion for second-year M.B.A. stu- 
dents. 
Involving many faculty mem- 
bers, the class is designed to fos- 
ter students' creative-thinking 
and problem-solving skills while 
teaching them how to transform 
novel ideas into business pro- 
cesses that will fuel competitive 
advantages. 
Another example of the direc- 
tion in which Gupta is leading 
the school was already embodied 
this spring in a new course taught 
by former Emerson chief execu- 
tive officer Charles F. Knight and 
Thakor. 
The class, "Creating Excep- 
tional Value: Performance With- 
out Compromise," included sever- 
al guest lecturers, including Jack 
Welch, former CEO of General 
Electric; Larry Bossidy, former 
CEO of Honeywell; Lou Gerstner, 
former CEO of IBM; August 
Busch HI, chairman of Anheuser- 
Busch Cos.; and David Farr, chair- 
man and CEO of Emerson. 
"In an understated way, Ma- 
hendra has put in place a variety 
of strategic and tactical initia- 
tives," Thakor says. "He has also 
displayed a tremendous commit- 
ment to building the faculty as 
well as diversity initiatives, and 
this was evidenced by the effort 
put into faculty recruiting this 
year, and the fact that we have 
hired five new faculty, including 
two female faculty. 
"Moreover, he has also reached 
out and built bridges with other 
schools in WashU, so that we are 
well-positioned for increased col- 
laboration with them in the near 
future. This, coupled with all the 
other achievements for this year, 
means that he is off to a great 
start, and the prospect for build- 
ing on this initial momentum is 
exciting." 
Gupta says no matter what he 
knows intellectually about run- 
ning an organization, it is really 
due to the strong faculty and 
staff that he has had such a fruit- 
ful year. 
